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CHAPTER 15 

The designers at the Barney & Smith Car Company were asked by the American 
Baptist Publication Society to make Grace, the last of the fleet of American chapel 
cars, more “churchy” by using Gothic arches instead of the unadorned rectangle 
panels that had been a part of the design of earlier Baptist cars. In this view of the 
chapel, the repetition of arches can be seen. (Norman Thomas Taylor Collection) 
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CHAPTER 15 

Amazing Grace, The Last of the Baptist and 
The Last of the American Chapel Car Fleet 

 

 
ike a bride on her way to her wedding, Chapel Car Grace on its way to its 
dedication at the Los Angeles American Baptist Publication Society[ABPS] 
1915 Convention was accompanied from Chicago by a jubilant bridal party 

of four Pullman cars full of Eastern Baptists. All along the line, the burnished 
Pullman green steel car, trimmed with gilded letters announcing its name and 
owners, was met by Baptists bearing gifts—like the Nebraska Baptists of Lincoln 
and Fairbury, who turned out in force at their stations bearing lovely baskets of 
roses.1 

                                                
1 Watchman Examiner, May 20, 1915, American Baptist Seminary of the West, Berkeley, Cali-

fornia, 625. 

 

L 

The Conaway/Birch Oil family of Orange County, California, agreed to donate twenty 
thousand dollars to the ABPS for a chapel car in memory of their daughter Grace. 
Thus Grace, the seventh Baptist car and the last of the great fleet of American chapel 
cars, was contracted with the Barney & Smith Car Company at a price of $21,150.  
Grace cost over five times the cost of the first chapel car Evangel. (ABPS, MUA) 
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Stenciled on the side of the car near the chapel end vestibule, Ephesians 2:8 
(KJV) could easily be read: “For by Grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God.”  

Two and three services were held in the car each day for en route passen-
gers—from Chicago, on the Rock Island Railroad, to Los Angeles, via the Denver 
and Rio Grande and Southern Pacific lines. The whole train resounded with 
hymns and voices singing, “Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a 
wretch like me, I once was lost and now am found, was blind but now I see.” 
Passengers on the non-Baptist cars would have had problems not being aware of 
the fellowship and festivities.  

As early as 1913, plans had been set in motion for soliciting gifts toward a 
new chapel car—this one of necessity made of steel. Thirteen years had passed 
since the last Baptist chapel car, Herald of Hope, had left the Barney & Smith Car 
Shops at Dayton, Ohio. Although a new chapel boat, The Lifeline, costing about 
five thousand dollars, and several new motor chapel cars had recently been put 
into service, the American Baptist Publication Society still felt there was a need 
for churches on rails.  

The Conaway/Birch Oil family of Orange County, California, agreed to do-
nate twenty thousand dollars for a chapel car in memory of their daughter and 
sister Grace. Thus Grace, the seventh Baptist car and the last of the great fleet 
of American chapel cars, was contracted with the Barney & Smith Car Company 
at a price of $21,150 [the contract was signed September 12, 1914].  Grace cost 
over five times the cost of the first chapel car, Evangel.2 

This seventh and last Baptist car shared shop space with the third and last 
Catholic Church Extension Society Chapel Car St. Paul from September of 1914 
to January 1915 when St. Paul left the Dayton shop to begin service.  

Grace’s construction had barely begun, when a battle brewed over which 
chapel car missionary would live and work on the new car. Guy C. Lamson, the 
publication society missionary and Bible secretary, presented the situation to 
George White, his western district supervisor. It was clear he was not happy with 
E. R. Hermiston, presently serving on Emmanuel.  

 

I have just this morning received a long telegram from Hermiston contain-
ing seventy-four words, concerning the man who is to be put upon the new 
Chapel Car. If Hermiston has allowed the general impression to be that he was 
to go on the new chapel car he has acted wholly without any encouragement 
from anybody, and the fault is his own and not ours. We cannot very well give 
one man a preference above another.  

If the car was to be given to the oldest Chapel Car missionary, in point of 
service, who has asked for the same, we should have to give it to Sparks. Sparks 
[presently on Herald of Hope], Hermiston, Killian [presently on Evangel], have 
all asked for the car, and we cannot give it to one and deny all the others, un-

                                                
2 Contract/Blueprint file, Colporter File-Historical, ABHSA. 
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less we have a valid reason for so doing.
3
 

 

But persistent and insistent Hermiston ingratiated himself in person and by 
correspondence with the Conaway/Birch families, who had not failed to notice 
his stellar reputation for soul-winning in southern California churches. White 
conveyed to Lamson that Mrs. Birch “spoke to me very earnestly on behalf of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hermiston urging that they be appointed for the new car,” and the Pub-
lication Society really could not afford to displease the Conaways and Birches. 
Lamson reluctantly conceded and transferred Hermiston to the new car, but he 
wondered how much influence Hermiston had been bringing to bear to produce 
this result. 4 

To the delight of the Hermistons and 
to the envy of all the other chapel car mis-
sionaries, including even Father Kelley of 
the Catholic Extension Society cars, chapel 
length on Grace had been reduced to in-
clude a separate bedroom with a full-size 
brass bed. The priests and assistants on 
the three Catholic cars generally had to 
sleep in berths, as did the other Baptist 
chapel car missionaries, except for those 
who had modified their sleeping arrange-
ments with couches and fold-up beds.  

At 134,000 pounds, 85 feet 6 inches 
long, having an observation platform 4 
feet 4 1/2 inches long at one end and a 
closed vestibule platform at the other, 
standing 13 feet tall, and 10 feet 8 inches 
wide—Grace certainly was not dainty! But 
it was “churchier” than the other Baptist 
chapel cars.  

 It was the desire of Publication Soci-
ety officials that this car emphasize a 
more churchly look, and the golden oak 
interior with arch repetitions in ceiling 
vaults, panels, and pews was executed in 
subtle Gothic lines, while honoring and 
preserving the less embellished traditions 
of the Baptist concept of worship (see fig. 
16.1). No doubt some of the Gothic 
touches were the same as those installed 

in St. Paul, which was in the finishing stages while Grace was being started in 
                                                

3  Letter from Guy C. Lamson to George L. White, Los Angeles, California, December 23, 1914, 
36.1, Box 36, ABHS, MUA. 

4 Letter from Guy C. Lamson to George L. White, Los Angeles, California, January 13, 1915, 
36.1, Box 36, ABHS, MUA. 

 

Mrs. Hermiston was the envy of all 
the chapel car wives as she got to 
enjoy the full-sized brass bed and 
the separate bedroom in Grace. 
(Norman Thomas Taylor Collection) 
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the shops. The diamond-motif stained-glass door panel leading into the living 
quarters, the green leaded-arch art glass window trim in the upper sashes and 
clerestory windows, and the gold-lettered “God is Love” window over the pulpit 
platform added a cathedral touch.   

Thousands Visit Grace at Panama-Pacific Exposition 
One of Chapel Car Grace’s first stops after Los Angeles was at the 1915 

Panama-Pacific International Exposition in San Francisco. Nearly nineteen million 
tourists flocked to see the post-
earthquake, newly rebuilt San 
Francisco for this celebration of 
the completion of the Panama 
Canal.    

President Woodrow Wilson 
sent by wire the spark that trig-
gered the colors to be flown, 
salutes to be fired from the 
cannons in the bay, the fountain 
of energy to leap upward, and 
all the whistles in the city and 
harbor to bellow. The main 
door of the Palace of Machin-
ery swung open, disclosing 
exciting exhibits in motion. 
White doves of peace were released into the sky.  

Salvos of artillery from the batteries on both sides of the Golden Gate and 
from warships anchored in the bay ushered in the opening day. A parade of tens 
of thousands-in societies, in fraternities, in civic, neighborhood and business 
organizations—marched through the entrance to the concourse fronting the 
Tower of Jewels and down the Avenue of Palms. On the grounds more than four 
hundred national and international conventions and many sporting events, in-
cluding the Vanderbilt Cup race, entertained the crowds.5 

Thousands passed through Grace at its location outside the Transportation 
Building and admired its churchly beauty, and some were converted. Rev. Her-
miston told of their experience. “We have had a delightful and profitable work 
of Grace on the Exposition grounds at San Francisco in the chapel car ‘Grace.’ It 
has been one of the religious centers on the fair grounds, and while we were 
there on exhibition, yet we made good use of the time to hold services. From 
300 to 1,500 people went through the car daily. At times on special days the 
number was greater. We scattered 50,000 pages of tracts, and some days I held 
as many as seven services in the car. Of course, they had to be short as it was 
hard to hold the people very long.”6  

                                                
5 Our Times: Multimedia Encyclopedia of the 20th Century, CD, “In the United States: 1915.  

6  “Chapel Car Grace,” The Standard, October 30, 1915, Box G. Pitts Beers, ABHS, MUA. 

 



This Train Is Bound for Glory, Chapter 15, Chapel Car Grace 

6 

Much of the work at the fair was spent in keeping the chapel car shiny and 
beautiful for visitors. The rest of the day was spent with car tours, distributing 
tracts, and holding services for those at the Fair. The Panama Exposition offi-
cials were very kind to the chapel car workers. They put in free plumbing, fur-
nished water and garbage pickup and helped in every way possible to make the 
car a religious center and to make life pleasant for the Hermistons. 

Just as Grace was getting ready to leave the Exposition, a new neighbor 
pulled in: St. Peter. For several days, visitors got to see and compare the cars. 
Relations between Hermiston and George Hennessey, manager of the Catholic 
car, were most cordial, although 
in private correspondence to 
their bosses, both would boast of 
having the more beautiful car. 

In many ways, the two men 
were twins—although one was 
red-haired and the other balding, 
one an Irishman and the other a 
Canadian Scotsman. Both were 
affable jokesters with a broad 
streak of melodrama, softened by 
the warm heart of Oz’s cowardly 
lion, and fired by abiding relig-
ious zeal. In private, they would 
brand each other with the label 
non-believer, but the logistics of 
life on the chapel cars—heating 
systems, fuel, Federal regulations, 
transportation, shop considera-
tions, vandalism, official opposi-
tions—bound them in many ways 
as brothers. 

The Hermistons, transferred from the much older Chapel Car Emmanuel, 
were excited about the new car, especially since some problems with the lighting 
on the car were corrected. During the Exposition, Hermiston had asked W. C. 
Coleman, president of the Coleman Lamp Company and a prominent Baptist 
layman, to come and look at the system on the car, which he did, and Hermiston 
commented on the improvements. 

 

Chapel Car ‘Grace’ is a ‘Beauty’ and I like it more and more. I think it is ar-
ranged perfectly. The lighting system could not be better . . . .We have a Cole-
man gasoline lighting plant and I consider it better than electricity. We are de-
lighted with the fine large sleeping room with full sized bed, the bathroom and 
the kitchen with modern equipment. Our free circulating library is a great help 
to the work. The people enjoy coming to the car and I notice that the railroad 
men appreciate it, especially. An engineer told me the other day that he consid-
ered it the finest car he had ever seen.

7
 

                                                
7 “Chapel Car Grace,” Missions Magazine, December 1915, 122. 

At the Exposition, the Hermistons found 
Chapel Car Grace coupled to Catholic Church 
Extension Society Chapel Car St. Peter with 
manager George Hennessey [front right] on 
board. After several such meetings, the Baptist 
missionaries and the Catholic layman devel-
oped a friendship of sorts. (ABHS, MUA) 
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Missions Begin at St. Helena, California 
 

After the exposition, the 
first series of evangelistic meet-
ings in the chapel car started at 
St. Helena, California, on the 
Southern Pacific, where the car 
was crowded every night. Her-
miston inspired the member-
ship and helped them improve 
the church property and raise a 
budget.  

“The people are really kind 
also in supplying provisions for 
our table,” Hermiston wrote his 
supervisor, “and they surprised 
us recently with an abundance 
of good things including 
canned fruit, chickens, fruit 
cake, etc. We are expecting 
large results in Northern Cali-
fornia through the use of this 

splendid equipment.”8 

From St. Helena, they trav-
eled up the Napa Valley to 
Calistoga, where they com-
plained about the November 
chill and planned to put the 
Baker heater to good use. Back-
tracking down the line, at 
Yountville the chapel car was 
crowded every night despite 
stormy weather, which Hermis-
ton described as “terrible” with 
floods knee deep. There they 
counted 25 confessions, among 
them residents of the California 
Veterans Home and many chil-
dren. The parents of the chil-
dren were all for them making a 
public decision but balked at 
baptism, as most were not de-
sirous of membership in the 
Baptist church, the only church in town.9 

                                                                                                                                            
 

8 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, St. Helena, California, October 25, 1915, Box 
27, ABHS, MUA. 

 

 

 

 

To the right of the front door of the ABHS chapel 
cars, the Barney and Smith Car Company in-
stalled a leaded glassed bookshelf to serve as a 
traveling lending library that became very popu-
lar with folks in the little towns,  

Among volumes on the shelves would probably be: 

Ben Hur by Lew Wallace 

The Riders of the Purple Sage by Zane Gray 

In His Steps by Charles Monroe Sheldon 

Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm by Owen Wisler 

Pollyanna by Eleanor Hodgman Porter 

When Knighthood Was In Flower by Edwin 
Caskoen [aka Charles Major] 
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At Napa, with the weather still against them, they had an excellent response; 
and at Vallejo, the headquarters for the navy men at Mare Island, so many made 
confessions that the church decided to build a larger building. At Santa Rosa, in 
the Sonoma Valley, where the congregation was much discouraged and many 
had left the church to “go into a Holiness organization,” and at nearby Petaluma, 
Hermiston had great success in church reviving and soul-saving.  He was living 
up to the expectations of the Conaway/Birch family, even though northern Cali-
fornia had been reported to be a difficult district in which to do religious work. 

 

September was fall house cleaning for 
Mrs. Hermiston. She had grown tired of 
her dingy curtains in the living area, and 
coaxed her husband to purchase new 

                                                                                                                                            
9 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Yountville, California, December 8, 1915, 

Box 27, ABHS, MUA. 

1.The rich oak leaded glass desk was the 
center of Reverend Parry’s study with a 
shelf of Bible commentaries to help him 
prepare his sermons. 2. Marjorie, the 
Hermiston’s daughter, slept on the pull 
out deacon’s bench with curtains drawn 
across to provide privacy. 3. All the 
chapel cars were given an Estey organ by 
Colonel Estey that is still being used in 
Grace. 
(Norman Thomas Taylor Collection).  
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ones, plus a new cover for the “coveted” brass bed, and some less decorative but 
essential new garbage cans. In addition, the Estey organ had to be tuned, as a 
glass of liquid was upset on it.  

Down in the tip of southern California, meetings were crowded out of Grace 
into a huge tent at Calexico in California’s Imperial Valley, a town only five years 
old with a population over five thousand including soldiers from Camp Beacom. 
Mrs. Hermiston’s ministry among the young soldiers was reported “phenome-
nal.” It no doubt helped that their attractive daughter Marjorie provided much 
of the music for the services. Hermiston reported, “Just across the Mexican bor-
der and practically a part of the same city is Mexicali, one of the toughest places 
to be found anywhere. One of the worst gambling dens on the continent is lo-
cated there and every form of vice is practiced openly.”10  

Grace was requested in the East for a denomination program in the spring 
of 1917, but the request was canceled as Hermiston explained because of a 
German submarine blockade. According to reports from Baptist headquarters, 
the railroad yards from Chicago east were 
blockaded with trains of freight that 
could not be unloaded. None of the larger 
vessels were venturing to sea and most of 
the smaller ones were very careful about 
going. It was thought probably that the 
factories in the East would have to shut 
down because their output could not be 
transported.   

During 1917 Chapel Car Grace came 
to the port of San Pedro, called the Harbor 
City of Los Angeles, where two railroads, 
the Southern Pacific and the Salt Lake, 
maintained terminals.  The population, 
stated at fifteen thousand was probably 
more than twice what it was five years 
ago before annexation and development, 
and many more than when Chapel Car 
Emmanuel had visited thirteen years pre-
viously with the Hermistons on board.  

Now San Pedro was a busy town: rail-
road shops, lumber suppliers, fishery and 
canning industries, oil pipe line terminals, 
a new ship-building plant, plus five hun-
dred soldiers, revenue cutter men, a sub-
marine flotilla base, and a Naval Reserve 
training station. The diversity of the popu-
lation reflected the typical California pat-
tern: Mexican common laborers, Japanese 
truck farmers and fishing workers, and 
mainly Swede, German, and Italian long-

                                                
10 “A Battle Down the Border,” Missions Magazine, November 1917, 752. 

The tiny sink, the two-burner gas 
stove, plus an ice box that loaded 
from the rear platform formed the 
basis of the gallery kitchen with 
cabinets for dishes and supplies. 
(Norman T. Taylor Collection) 
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shoremen and lumber handlers.  The railroad men, storekeepers, town officials, 
and policemen were American from all parts of the country, with a sprinkling of 
the Old Spanish families who owned some of the original ranches. Once a wild 
railroad town, San Pedro had a more wholesome ratio now of just six saloons to 
five churches—Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist and Episcopal.  

But the Baptists were struggling. The church membership of the town was 
stated at 500, of which the Baptists had approximately 110, but no adequate 
building. The recent pastor had left convinced that his efforts had been unsuc-
cessful. Grace was sidetracked on Front Street near the Southern Pacific station, 
and the steamer landings, and directly in front of the six saloons.  

An observer who reported on the work of the car for Missions said that the 
need for Grace at San Pedro was threefold: first, the general lack of church-
going traditions; second, the diversity of people living in the area, a transient 
population to a great extent; and third, the fact that few if any people of finan-
cial or directing ability were interested in the churches. Everywhere they could 
think of, the Hermistons held services—on the chapel car, in the church, on one 
of the battleships, at the Fort, and on the streets. Their work reaped great re-
wards in San Pedro.11 

After spending a month in the oil field camps at Taft, and at East 
Bakersfield, where many meetings were held with the railroad men, Hermiston 
hoped to go to the little town of Reward, but the railroad was a mile and half 
from town and probably could not be very effective. Instead, from San Lucas in 
February 1918, the Hermistons traveled out into the beautiful Santa Lucia Range 
mountain valleys of Plato, Lockwood, and Peachtree to witness to “Cow Punch-
ers” and “mountaineers.” 

War Finds Grace at Camp Fremont 
During the war, Her-

miston particularly en-
joyed the work at Camp 
Fremont near Palo Alto. 
June of 1918 found the 
Hermistons working with 
the soldiers in cooperation 
with the YMCA and the 
chaplains’ program. They 
would have a service in the 
chapel car and then go to 
one of the big tents and 
hold another service; dou-
ble work, but they met 
many of the boys they 
knew and some they had 
baptized. They tried to 
provide support for all the 
chaplains. 

                                                
11 Ibid. 

In cooperation with the YMCA and the Chaplains’ pro-
gram, Hermiston worked with the soldiers at Camp 
Fremont in June 1918. (Norman Thomas Taylor Col-
lection) 
California State Military Museum 
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Camp Fremont was much cleaner morally than Hermiston thought it would 
be. He found the “moral squad” made it almost impossible for prostitutes to 
frequent the camp, and “boot-leggers” found it difficult to reach any of the sol-
dier boys because of the close watch kept on their movements.   

Hermiston particularly had a great time with the army engineers. “People 
said they were a hard bunch to handle, but we got on fine with them. I made a 
straight appeal to the boys and told them to come up and talk with me. I said, ‘If 
you want to get married, or borrow money, or talk on religion, come,’ and they 
did come. One gunner said, ‘I am not religious, but I tell you the nearer I get to 
the front, the nearer I feel the need of knowing Jesus Christ.’”12 

Putting Grace into the shops at the Oakland Yards in July of 1918, Hermis-
ton took the time to work with A. P. Brown, a labor missionary, who told him 
“because of the war, things are lively now at the big shops.” 

 Although many of the Baptist cars were forced to halt movement after the 
government shut-down of private rail cars in January 1919, the Southern Pacific 
still granted Chapel Car Grace free movement on its California lines. The Her-
mistons, now at Chico, still recovering from the effects of the flu, wrote that 
they had accepted a call to “a very important church [the Chico church]” and 
would be leaving chapel car work. But by April, after urgings from railroad offi-
cials as well as many others, plus a three-hundred-dollar raise to his fifteen-
hundred-dollar-a-year salary, Hermiston decided to stay on the chapel car only if 
he could be assured that the new administration, a combination of the publica-
tion and home mission societies, would still keep the “old workers” on the cars. 13 

Land Speculation Bug Bites Hermiston 
The land speculation bug bit E. R. Hermiston in the fall of 1919 at Gerber, 

California, and for Hermiston, that bite might have contributed to his demise. 
According to all letters and reports, the infatuation seemed to take his focus off 
the gospel work that had seemed so important to him since his conversion as a 
young baseball player many years before.14  

 Plotted six years earlier, by 1916 Gerber was established as a Fourth Class 
Post Office and construction had began on businesses of all kinds, homes, 
churches and schools. Investors built many hotels to accommodate the train 
crews and passengers. Most of the town residents were employees of the South-
ern Pacific, which had moved its operations from Red Bluff, with a twice-
monthly payroll of a hundred thousand dollars. Lumbermen, cattlemen and 
farmers composed the rest. Many families, traveling in immigrant cars filled 
with all their belongings, were still arriving in Gerber, coming to seek their for-
tunes. 

                                                
12 Material for Missions Magazine, “Chapel Car Grace in Camp Fremont,” 27.13, Box 27, ABHS, 

MUA. 

13 Inez M. Borror, “Trains All Stopped at Gerber in Busy Bygone Years,” (David Louis Harter, 
California Technologies, 1996). 

14 Author’s Note: For more about the life and mission of E. G. Hermiston, read Chapter 6, “All 
Hail, Emmanuel.” 
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Hermiston first visited the town in 1916 and fired up the young people. Bap-
tists in the community gathered under a tree that year to organize a church.  

In March 1919, The Hermistons returned to Gerber to help build a church. 
What they found at Gerber this trip was the beginning of a real boomtown. A 
repair shop was to be built and acres of other buildings and facilities, including 
an icing plant to service refrigerator cars, livestock yards, close to twelve miles 
of tracks, and freight and passenger stations. Many trains were now stopping at 
the busy depot.15  

In July Hermiston wrote to his boss George White, “I have been able to get 
some reliable information that it [Gerber] will have big shops and other inter-
ests. If you want me to get you a close in Business lot let me know and I will do 
so.”16   

Less than a month later, recently widowed White, responded with a request 
for Hermiston to purchase for him several lots in town on the main street, one-
half block east of the Pacific Highway [California State Highway 99]. He thought 
he might use them for a garage business. “West fifty foot of lots one and town, 
block sixteen, subdivision A, and the West fifty foot, lots three and four, block 
sixteen, subdivision A, all in the town of Gerber, California, for $1000.00 less 
$62.50 discount, for cash, making the total cost to me $937.50.”17 

White was assured by Hermiston,  “I secured you a real bargain in your lot. I 
would not of sold it to any one but you as I did not want to be guilty of putting 
you in wrong. You cant [sic] get any cheap lots now as they have come up on 
everything. If you keep your lot for three years you will receive a fine increase 
for as soon as the labor and railroad troubles are adjusted you will se e some big 
improvement here.”18  

After many delays because of the high price of lumber, the church in Gerber 
was finally finished, and Hermiston appeared ready to move on with Grace, leav-
ing the investments behind to grow along with the hopes of the town.  

 

AUTHOR’S NOTE 

hat happened in Gerber, California, in 1919 was to affect the lives of 
many people—town citizens, businessmen, banks, railroads, and even 
the life of a Baptist chapel car missionary who came to the Northern 

California town in a chapel car to try and build a church. This almost brand new 
rural community platted in 1910 almost overnight became a boomtown when the 

                                                
15 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Gerber, California, July 3, 1919, 27.13, Box 

27, ABHS, MUA. 

16 Letter from George L. White to E. R. Hermiston, Los Angeles, August 13, 1919, 27.13, Box 
27, ABHS, MUA. 

17 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Gerber, California, August 24, 1919, 27.13, 
Box 27, ABHS, MUA. 

18 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Hughson, California, November 17, 1920, 
27.14, Box 27, ABHS, MUA. 

W 
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Southern Pacific Railroad moved its division point facilities to Gerber from Red 
Bluff. 

In an article by Inez M. Borror, “ Trains All Stopped at Gerber in Busy Bygone 
Years,” she wrote: 

 

Gerber came to life in August of 1916 when Southern Pacific moved its di-
vision point there. A building from the 1915 Panama Pacific International Expo-
sition was moved in for a big rectangular engine house, replacing the round-
house at Red Bluff, inadequate for servicing the giant Mallet engines being in-
troduced to pull the trains over the Siskiyou Mountains.  A repair shop was 
built and acres of other buildings and facilities, including an icing plant to serv-
ice refrigerator cars, livestock yards, close to 12 miles of tracks, and freight and 
passenger stations. It was a busy, busy place. Trains stopped in Gerber to 
change crews. Housing for layover crews was needed. Three more hotels were 
built, the Shasta, Terminal and Sunset.

19
  

 
It was during this frenzy of boomtown life that Rev. E. G. Hermiston changed 

from a fervent missionary with his mind on the work of the Lord to a consum-
mate wheeler and dealer in land speculation amid the boomtown fever. Accord-
ing to his letters to his superiors at the American Baptist Publication Society, his 
descent evolved into lying and then into guilt-ridden remorse and perhaps even 
leading to his unexpected death. 

All the schemes and dreams of many who fell for the enticements of stocks 
and bonds in Gerber, and hundreds of other boomtowns, traded their futures for 
empty promises and pocketbooks and loss more than fortune in the exchange. 

For a few years Gerber flourished. “But the trains don't stop in Gerber any-
more,” Inez M. Borror wrote. “In May 1955 the town received the shock which 
changed its entire life: The steam locomotive era was ended. Diesel engines took 
over, and could make the long runs from Oakland or Roseville to Dunsmuir with-
out stopping in Gerber for fuel, repairs or change of crews. Southern Pacific be-
gan to phase out all operations in 1957, and closed everything down in 1965.” 

“As of the census of 2000, there were 1,389 people, 451 households, and 339 
families residing in Gerber. Fires have taken the Shasta and Terminal Hotels, but 
the Sunset still stands, now made into apartments. The railroad company built 
 Many small houses, and some were remodeled and are in current use.”20 

Reverend Hermiston and an increasing worried Mrs. Hermiston on Chapel 
Car Grace did build a Baptist church in Gerber. There is no Baptist church listed 
in Gerber now, but there were and are families that heard the gospel preached by 
a godly man—who, like Simon Peter and all of us—had his tragic flaw. 

 

  

  

                                                
19 Inez M. Borror, “Trains All Stopped at Gerber in Busy Bygone Years,” (David Louis Harter, 

California Technologies, 1996). 

20 Ibid. 
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Hermiston Struggles To Do The Right Thing 

 After spending the sum-
mer at Orland building a par-
sonage, Hermiston finally real-
ized that the chapel car was in 
need of serious repair work 
and repainting and revarnish-
ing. None had been done since 
the car’s dedication five years 
earlier. The bill from the 
Southern Pacific shops in Los 
Angeles was $1390.02, but 
Hermiston reported, “it looks 
good,” as the work resumed at 
Hughson.  

George White learned 
that Hermiston had suppos-
edly sold out his interests in 
Gerber, leaving White on his 
own. “I turned over the big 
contract I had on Gerber to a Big Millionare [.] He bought 21 houses and will 
build 15 more and put in a bank and take over the water system [,] so I am free 
now to continue the Car work - I feel better and I am sure I have done the best 
thing although I am sure I could of made big money If I had gone into Gerber.” 21 

But Hermiston was not to do “the best thing,” for in December, he wrote 
from Sacramento,  

“A big Banking Co is coming into Gerber and they just received the charter 
here at the Capitol. They will have one hundred thousand dollars to begin with 
and they have not asked any one to buy any stock [.] The Bay Miller Land Com-
pany here is back of it and they will put a building on my corner. If everything I 
hear is o. k. Anyway they will build a $10,000 building and the R. R. folks will 
spend a barrel of money there at least $3000.00. Right away it is announced. If 
you want the corner at $1100, let me know - $3.40 down [this might be $340] - write 
me at Waterford, Calif I want to get the other piece of land before [it] rise [s].”

22
  

 

There was no news in the letter of the chapel car work progress at Water-
ford.  

In March 1921, Charles White of the home mission society, now co-
managing the chapel car work with the publication society, informed George 
White that Hermiston had not sent in any of his collection money for seven 
months. When White asked him about the matter, Hermiston explained that be-
cause of the type of church building he was doing, he really could not raise any 

                                                
21 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Sacramento, California, December 9, 1920, 

27.14, Box 27, ABHS, MUA. 

22 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Sacramento, California, December 9, 1920, 
27.14, Box 27, ABHS, MUA. 
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money on the field. This seemed strange to White, but after sending a list of his 
concerns about the money to Hermiston, he accepted him at his word but 
warned him about keeping careful records.  

Besides building a church at Chowchilla, a progressive town of mainly East-
erners, and marrying their daughter Marjorie in a ceremony on Grace, other is-
sues had been keeping Hermiston occupied. In May, Hermiston, still at Chow-
chilla, asked White for a loan of two hundred dollars, because “my brother has 
had a serious operation,” but a concerned but cautious White replied that he re-
gretted that he was unable to grant that request.23  

There would be no more correspondence in the files for several years about 
Hermiston’s investment interests in Gerber, but that did not mean that the mat-
ter had been dropped. Seemingly with his mind more on chapel car work at 
Chowchilla, Hermiston completed a large church of Moorish design that would 
seat 350.  

While he was at Auberry, in the foothills of the Sierra near the San Joaquin 
River, Hermiston received instructions to have the car relettered with the names 
of both societies in equal size. He wanted to have the chapel car ready to travel 
to their new assignment at Las Vegas, Nevada. He and Mrs. Hermiston, not en-
thusiastic about leaving California, knew the call to Las Vegas had been long and 
urgent.  

Grace Answers Long Call to Las Vegas 
It was not until eight months after the crews of the San Pedro, Los Angeles, 

and Salt Lake Railroad spiked the last sections of track to create the first rail 
line between Los Angeles and the East May 15, 1905, that Las Vegas was platted 
as a town. A promotional brochure around 1910 boasted: a population of 1250, 
a handsome business block, First State Bank, Ice Factory, six good Hotels and 
several lodging houses, Opera House, numerous Fraternal Societies, modern 
telephone exchange, a grade school and high school, ten miles of graded and 
curbed streets, pure spring water piped to every lot, moving picture show, two 
churches—the Methodist and the Episcopal—and eleven bars and saloons.24   

What the brochure did not mention was Block 16. It was the most notorious 
neighborhood in early Las Vegas, a neighborhood where liquor could be served 
without any restrictions and prostitution flourished. Block 16 would continue to 
operate until after World War II, when threats to place Las Vegas off limits to 
military personnel forced the town to clean up.25  

Plans had been in the making since 1921 to send Chapel Car Grace and the 
Hermistons to Las Vegas, but they did not reach there until 1924, when financial 
conditions of the home and publication societies stabilized enough to be able to 
support the building of a church. The delay was probably just as well, because 

                                                
23 Letter from George L. White to E. R. Hermiston, Los Angeles, California, May 25, 1921, 

27.14, Box 27, ABHS, MUA. 

24 Ralph J. Roske, Las Vegas: A Desert Paradise (Tulsa: Continental Heritage Press, Inc., 1986), 
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25 Ibid. 
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in 1921 in Las Vegas, Union Pacific employees called a strike to protest firing 
practices and soon the strike became part of a nationwide strike of four hun-
dred thousand rail workers fighting a wage cut. The strike was settled in 1922, 
but then the Union Pacific decided to shut down the Las Vegas repair shops, and 
hundreds of workers left town to find jobs elsewhere.26   

The town had not quite recovered from those hard times when the front 
page of the Las Vegas Review of Friday, March 2, 1923, announced the chapel 
car’s arrival. “The Rev. and Mrs. E. R. Hermiston, the noted chapel car evangel-
ists, will hold services in the chapel car at the Union Pacific depot Sunday eve-
ning at 7:30 These workers have been very successful, winning many converts.”  
On page four of the same issue under “Chapel Car Service,” “Don’t fail to hear 
Mrs. E. R. Hermiston at the chapel car next Sunday evening at 7:30 o’clock on 
“Can We Know Each Other in Heaven?” She is a high-class reader and elocution-
ist and you will enjoy hearing her preach. The chapel car is located at the foot of 
Bridger Street south of the Union Pacific depot.” 27 

It did not take the Hermistons long to get a church organized. The Review 
reported on April 20, “A very pleasant social time was enjoyed at the chapel car 
Thursday evening. The car was crowded and nearly one hundred participated in 
the organization of a Baptist Church.” The new officers were named, refresh-
ments were served, and a program was presented. It was announced that on the 
next Sunday evening, Rev. Hermiston would preach on “A Larger Las Vegas,” and 
Mrs. Hermiston would recite, “The Apron Corner.” The service would be in the 
car at the Union Pacific yards at the foot of Bridger Street. All boosters were in-
vited. 28 

On March 2 Hermiston reported to George White that they were hard at 
work canvassing the town. “”This is a wonderful town and I wonder we were 
never able to get in before. But there may be reasons [.] It is different from the 
work we have done as the town is 20 years old and other churches established 
and yet if the damm [sic] [Hoover Dam, aka Boulder Dam] goes through it will 
mean a town of 30000.” He is looking at several lots for a church, and the serv-
ices in the chapel car are “interfered with by the trains,” but he is going to get a 
better location.”29  

Investments, Dam Fever Distract Hermiston 
Then on March 6, the old problems reappeared. White wrote Hermiston; “Mr. 

B. F. Conaway has spoken to me several times relative to the $300 which you 
borrowed from him. He says about three years ago. He said today that you had 
not repaid it and had not said anything about the matter for a couple of years. I 
hope that it may be returned right away. Mr. Conaway has been very generous 

                                                
26 Las Vegas Review, March 2, 1923, 1. 

27 Las Vegas Review, April 20, 1923, 4.  

28 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Las Vegas, March 2, 1923, 27.14, Box 27, 
ABHS, MUA. 

29 Letter from George L. White to E. R. Hermiston, Los Angeles, March 6, 1923, 27.14, Box 27, 
ABHS, MUA.  
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with our society. We hope to receive further gifts from him and are anxious to 
retain his hearty good will.”30  

In response to White, Hermiston wrote about his find of sixteen Baptists in 
town. But he was more excited about the forty senators from Washington who are 
also in town, investigating the prospects for a government dam.  

He scrawled,  “things are looking lively.” He told White he would need twelve 
hundred dollars for a lot and twenty-five hundred dollars to built the kind of church 
he has in mind, a plant they would not be ashamed of. Then he mentions the owed 
money. “I wrote Mr. Conaway today about the $300.00. He let me have it and said to 
keep it until I could pay and as I am going good again or will be good soon for 25 or 
$30,000.00 I wrote him I would clear it up soon.”31 

On March 15, 1923, Hermiston described an exciting day. “We are hard at it 
here [and] we went to the 
Damm yesterday with 40 
senators and we also attended 
big Banquet in evening and 
heard some fine speaches I 
guess they intend to put over 
some big stuff here and it is a 
wise thing for the denomina-
tion to get in now.”32  

A week later, Hermiston 
and Bruce Jackson of the 
Home Mission Society made 
the decision to purchase a lot 
at 6th and Fremont, just out-
side the business district but 
in the heart of the new resi-
dence section. Jackson wrote 
White, “I wired the office in 
New York the recommenda-
tion to send Mr. Hermiston a 
draft to cover purchase, 
$3150.00 for seventy-five feet 
and [if desired] $1600.00 for 
an additional fifty. The price 
seems terribly high but the lot 
on the other corner of that 

                                                
30 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Las Vegas, March 12, 1923, 27.14, Box 27, 
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31 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White , Las Vegas, March 15, 1923, 27.14, Box 27, 
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32 Letter from Bruce E. Jackson to George L. White, Salt Lake, March 21, 1923, Box 40, ABHS, 
MUA. 

Fremont Street, the main downtown street In Las 
Vegas, circa 1920s. In March of 1923, Hermiston 
and Bruce Jackson of the Home Mission Society 
made the decision to purchase a lot at 6th and 
Fremont, just outside the business district but in 
the heart of the new residence section for the new 
church. (Norman Thomas Taylor Collection) 
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block is held at $10,000.00. One of the conservative bankers there estimated 
that that lot would be worth $20,000.00 in ten years.”33 

In regard to the new lot, Hermiston bragged, “I got it at a bargain price,” and 
he mentions that he will soon send some correspondence lessons for a course 
he is now taking.”  

Sometime in the late summer, as it was too hot to stay in Chapel Car Grace, 
the Hermistons left Las Vegas and the chapel car and traveled to Ohio where he 
had family. Then in August they came back to Modesto, California, where Mrs. 
Hermiston’s sister lived, for a rest. By September, they had not returned to the 
work or Grace at Las Vegas.  

News of Hermiston’s Unexpected Death 
A shocking telegram arrived for George White September 2, 1923, from Mrs. 

Hermiston. “MR HERMISTON PASSED AWAY THIS EVENING FUNERAL 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON IN MODESTO.”34  

According to Mrs. Hermiston, and information about his medical condition 
has not been found in archival records, her husband had rapidly developed a 
case of uremic poisoning. At the time of Hermiston’s death they lacked but nine 
days of rounding out twenty years of chapel car service. They had been instru-
mental in erecting about thirty-five churches and in organizing many churches 
and Sunday schools. Baptists in the West would sorely miss Hermiston.35   

Because she did not have enough savings and retirement benefits to live on, 
Mrs. Hermiston would become a popular preacher in her own right. Many 
churches that remembered fondly the work she and her husband had accom-
plished called her upon. Whether she ever preached it again or not, she no 
doubt remembered frequently, and perhaps tearfully, the sermon she preached 
their first week in Las Vegas, “Can We Know Each Other in Heaven?” 

Grace sat unoccupied in Las Vegas until the late summer of 1924. Then 
bricklayer-turned chapel car missionary A. C. Blinzinger, like Hermiston, trans-
ferred from Chapel Car Emmanuel to continue the work.  

 
We came here beginning the hot season and found it 110 in the car and the 

lighting system needed repair. A man from Utah came here and wanted to hold 
meetings in the car and trying out the lights the car caught fire and so you see 
everything was against us and so we took the car in for repairs and expect to 
start the work when we feel we can go on unhampered. If there is any town that 
needs the Gospel it is Las Vegas. The work will be hard under the best condi-
tions.  

Railroad towns are the hardest towns to labor as there is a constant change 

                                                
33 Letter from E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Las Vegas, April 5, 1923, 27.14, Box 27, 

ABHS, MUA. 

34 Telegram from Mrs. E. R. Hermiston to George L. White, Modesto, September 27, 1923, 
27.14, Box 27, ABHS, MUA. 

35 Missions Magazine, September 1923, 687. 
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and people come and go. The M.Es having begun a new church building also 
makes it harder for us yet in the face of everything we need a testimony in this 
town for the Baptists . . . . Expect to get pledges for a new church and go right 
ahead with the building project. There is[sic] a hand full of Baptists here and 
they will bring others.  

I feel that we ought to stick here and see the work through and build a 
memmorial [sic] for Brother Hermiston and call it, “The Hermiston Memmo-
rial[sic] Baptist Church.” A man who has put in 20 years in Chapel Car work de-
serves a memmorial[sic] dont you think so? 

36
  

 

After taking Chapel Car Grace to Los Angeles for repairs, the Blinzingers got 
busy. They put up posters in 
every home, went to the high 
school and talked to students. 
On Saturday nights they took 
an express car to the Union Pa-
cific Depot, put the baby organ 
on it, and held services in front 
of the worst gambling “hells,” 
where they sang and played 
and gave a message. Most of 
the time they had from fifty to 
seventy-five men and women 
listening to the message. Twice 
a week they would go to the 
Union Pacific Railroad shops 
with the organ during the 
noon hour and hold services 
after the men were through 
eating. Blinzinger explained, 
“Well, the fact is the people wouldn’t come to the car very much, and so we took 
the message where the people were.”37 

Blinzinger accomplished what Hermiston was assigned to do. The Baptist 
church in Las Vegas was organized, for the second time on November 2, 1924, 
formally with fourteen members. Blinzinger had said that he was never able to 
find the group that the Las Vegas Review wrote about that organized the first 
time when Hermiston came to the town. Construction began in December and 
services were held in the new church March 1, 1925. 

Completing the church for which Hermiston had laid the groundwork, 
Blinzinger was not unhappy to be leaving Las Vegas in the spring of 1925. His 
exit report would never be included in a Chamber of Commerce brochure, as it 
was not considered important. The leading business was gambling, next came 
bootlegging and next the Red Light District.”  

Back in California, at the mining community of Oroville, the Blinzingers 
built another church. In his “no monkey business” style, Blinzinger reported to 

                                                
36Letter from A. C. Blinzinger to George L. White, Las Vegas, September 12, 1924.  

37 History of the First Baptist Church of Las Vegas, First Baptist Church of Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Taking an express car to the Union Pacific Depot, 
the Blinzingers and their “baby organ” held services 
in front of the saloons and at the railroad shops. 
(Norman Thomas Taylor Collection) 
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White, “Well, we will be here for some months and like other places [we will] fin-
ish the work here and establish same and put everything on a good basis and 
then leave. We don’t believe in spasms but do thorough work and stay long 
enough to see the work through.” Lots were bought, a Sunday School unit built 
and the membership grew to fifty-two in a town where Blinzinger said 90 per-
cent attended no church.38 

During much of 1926, Chapel Car Grace worked in California and in the Salt 
Lake City, Utah, area. In 1927 they traveled to Nevada towns like Contact and 
Winnemucca to attempt to revive flocks that had been started by previous 
chapel car missionaries and make additions to buildings or build parsonages.  

A first for Blinzinger, an old hand at church building, was helping to work 
Evangel into the structure of the 
First Baptist Church of Rawlins, 
Wyoming. Beginning in October 
1929, Grace served as the chapel and 
parsonage for the growing Rawlins 
membership. Evangel was literally 
cut in half and incorporated into the 
new church, as Grace stood by to 
help.  

Problems at Thermopolis and Travels 
Through Wind River 

By February 1931, the Blinzing-
ers had moved on through the ma-
jestic Wind River Canyon to 
Thermopolis, Wyoming, and the loca-
tion of the largest hot springs in the 
United States. At the beginning they 
faced great indifference from the 
community, but finally they gained 
the support of the people and con-
structed a building for the Baptists. It would be acclaimed as one of the finest in 
the Big Horn Basin, constructed out of scrapped stone and rock from a nearby 
quarry and a lot of volunteer labor.  

The project received much attention and praise, but was not without prob-
lems from within the church fellowship and without. Blinzinger had the ten-
dency to leave a church before all the bills were paid, and in some cases all the 
construction completed. Although the exterior of the building was handsome, 
there were no seats, no furnace, nor any money to hire a minister. Blinzinger re-
ceived fourteen pews from the now encapsulated Chapel Car Evangel, donated 
by the Rawlins Church to use in the Thermopolis church. 

                                                
38Letter from A. C. Blinzinger to George L. White, Oroville, California, December 31, 1925, 
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The Ladies Aid raised money with bake and needlework sales to purchase at 
one dollar each 140 chairs, paid for by the month, plus a stove for five dollars.39  

 As a result of being pastorless for a number of years and with failing 
finances, the Thermopolis church could not pay its bills, including some left by 
Blinzinger. The church was in danger in August 1934 of closing. Much of what 
happened to the church at Thermopolis was not all Blinzinger’s fault—for the 
Depression was a major factor, as well as general lack of support. Struggling 
through the next few years, the church finally managed to survive and grow.    

Whether it was another result of the Depression or just plain thievery, be-
fore the chapel car was moved from Thermopolis, and while the Blinzingers 
were on vacation, Grace was broken into. Almost all their clothes were taken, 
even Blinzinger’s good Sunday suit, plus blankets, canned goods, silver, and 
other items. Blinzinger wrote Samuel G. Neil, the Bible and field department sec-
retary of the publication society, from Powell, Wyoming, to ask for blankets and 
also to inform him about the deteriorating condition of the outside of the 
chapel car.  

There were other problems to report at Powell. There was no place to park 
the car “ . . . as the beets will be moving right along and we are on the beet track 

                                                
39 Letter from A. C. Blinzinger to Dr. Samuel G. Neil, Powell, Wyoming, September 8, 1932, 
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and it won’t be long before we will have to move. Then there is [sic] the potatoes 
and other things to move and the parking situation is the worst we have ever 
seen and so we will have to spur the car out to get it out of the way . . .” On Sep-
tember 12, Blinzinger wrote Neil again, laying out another long list of concerns.40  

Dr. Neil would never read those long lists for while in Scotland on a preach-
ing mission, he passed away. The Reverend John Killian, a former chapel car 
missionary on Evangel, took his place as general secretary of the American Bap-
tist Publication Society.  

Boasting a bit on his own behalf, Blinzinger laid out his approach to chapel 
car work for his new boss. “ . . . we have been busy about real things and have 
not wasted any money, nor run over our allowance and have always added a let-
ter each month stating what we have been doing and what we are up against and 
you folks always knew all about us and there never was any question mark 
about us and hence no misunderstanding.”41  

Not only had Blinzinger been an efficient manager of the publication soci-
ety’s money, but he had also spent much of his own funds in the building of the 
churches. This meant even taking the savings he and his wife had made from 
selling their furniture when they first went into chapel car work. The amount 
was over two thousand dollars; money that it seemed as if he would never see 
again—money that was their life savings. 

Blinzinger Concerned About Grace’s Condition and Future 
Chapel Car Grace had gone without much needed repainting and revarnish-

ing during the busy times of church building. Blinzinger asked for and received 
permission to purchase the paint and do the painting and varnishing himself, 
something that most other chapel car men could not do. With his years of build-
ing experience, he was able to complete the work so that Grace looked decent 
again, but certainly the job was not as well done as it would have been at a large 
shop facility. A touch up was not as adequate as a good sanding, repair and 
preparation of the wood, several coats of paint, fresh gilt on the lettering, sev-
eral coats of varnish and a linseed rub down. But money was scarce. It was the 
best they could do, and better than nothing.  

Blinzinger learned that the Catholic Extension Society chapel car St. Peter 
had been on display at the Chicago World’s Fair and that no Baptist chapel car 
had been sent. With a rush of a 181- word run on sentence, he told John Killian 
how he felt about that.  

 

 Well, I read this article in the “Time” [Magazine] and no doubt it was due 
to the fact that this Chapel Car Peter is the only car displayed at the Century 
exposition at Chicago and of course people that know nothing about Chapel 
cars think the catholic church is the only one that has such cars and most of 
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our Baptist folks do not know that Baptists have been the Pioneers in chapel 
Car work and are still doing the impossible, in establishing churches, Sunday 
schools, quickening and reviving discouraged churches, putting up church 
buildings and meeting the Spirit of the day by preaching an unadulterated Gos-
pel, setting forth a sane, live Evangelistic fervor and setting an example of the 
Gospel of the Grace of God wherever they go . . . . 

Our car was at the Panama Exposition and when fixed up is still as fine a 
car as there is on the Track and if our car had been at Chicago the people 
would have seen the contrast between Car Peter and ours and we would have  
greatly advertised our work. 

42
 

 
Although brusque and quick to complain about the work of others at times, 

Blinzinger was an effective minister. Luella Mowry, who was baptized by 
Blinzinger at Powell on Easter Sunday, April 16, 1933, remembers him fondly. 
“He was a brick mason by trade, he had learned it in the old country. He came 
from Germany with no more than a 4th or 5th grade education. He completed 
high school, then went on to seminary [Colgate]. He had a portable organ. In the 
summer on Saturday nights, he would go down town, park it in front of the only 
saloon at that time and play and sing. The first time that I ever heard ‘His Eye Is 
On The Sparrow,’ was by him.”43 

The Blinzingers completed building their twelfth church at Riverton, where 
the people had been worshiping “in some shacks that were joined together.” 
Again the task seemed undoable at first. Rev. Blinzinger, much discouraged, 
wrote John Killian. 

                                                
42 Letter from A. C. Blinzinger to Dr. John C. Killian, Powell, Wyoming, July 13, 1934, Col-

porter Box, ABHS, MUA. 

AUTHOR’S NOTE: For more information on the Catholic Cars, read St. Anthony, St. Peter, and 
St. Paul in this online version of This Train Is Bound for Glory: The Story of Amerial’s Chapel Cars. 

43 Letter from Luella Mowry to Dr. Leroy Shikles, Limon, Colorado, Samuelson Collection, 
ABHS, MUA. 

Reverend A. C. Blinzinger was angry because Time 
Magazine had featured the Catholic Extension So-
ciety Chapel Car St. Peter, seemingly unaware of 
the existence of ABPS Baptist Chapel Car Grace. He 
is confident that Grace would win in a comparison. 
At the Panama Exposition in San Francisco in 
1915, the two cars were parked next to each other. 
Pictures shown are Chapel Car St. Peter and the 
living and study compartment. (Catholic Extension 
Society) 
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This is a mess and a half and the church divided into factions. Of course 
Dr. Palmer and the Board expect us to do the same wonders at Riverton as at 
other places and somehow they just take it for granted that we undertake such 
impossible tasks and work ourselves to a frazzle but Mrs. Blinzinger and Myself 
are just about filled up with such stuff.  

We have talked matters over and we are about ready to quit Chapel car 
work. Why work like beavers and wear ourselves out, give all our money and 
get nothing but empty words. Thats the way we feel. We can go back into the 
regular pastorate and have much more money than now, have a car, much eas-
ier living and not be worn to a frazzle. All we do is work, give, build up and we 
have built up everything we have ever tackled.

44
 

 

But when the church was finished, hauling bricks from an old building thirty 
miles away, and the people were in a stirring revival, his superiors praised 
Blinzinger for his accomplishment. “It took vision, plus inspiration, plus perspi-
ration to accomplish this most wonderful piece of work.” 45 

 At Torrence, where the church had been organized by an earlier visit of 
Chapel Car Glad Tidings, and Blinzinger built the church, the children had spe-
cial fun on the chapel car. Meetings for the children were not only on Sunday 
but many days after school and were usually conducted by the chapel car wife. 
“Some places we do not have a spur for the car and so some times we are 
switched aside while the children’s meeting is going on, and some of the young-
sters would say to Mrs. Blinzinger, whom they called ‘Mrs. Chapel Car,’ “Well the 
best thing about it [the brief ride], we don’t have to pay for it.” 46  

Leaving their thirteenth project completed at Torrence, the Blinzingers fin-
ished similar work at Buffalo, again hauling brick from an abandoned theater 
ninety miles away to build the church and leaving fifty-three new members to 
the church roll; Sheridan, where a basement was renovated for service, and 
Lander, where they improved the building and built an annex out of railroad 
ties, before retiring.  

Future of Remaining Three Cars Questioned 
Before he left chapel car service, Blinzinger was asked for advice about the 

prospects for the future of the three remaining chapel cars—Emmanuel, Mes-
senger of Peace, and Grace. 

 

If you are going to maintain a car then [the] car to be considered is Chapel 
Car Grace, or our car. It will last for another generation and there will be no 
question as to transportation and of the railroad companies. 

The other two cars are about finished and the railroad companies hesitate 

                                                
44  Letter from A. C. Blinzinger to Dr. John C. Killian, Riverton, Wyoming, September 13, 1935, 

Colporter Box, ABHS, MUA. 

45 Letter from A. C. Blinzinger to Dr. John C. Killian, Torrence, Wyoming, March 12, 1938, 
Colporter Box, ABHS, MUA. 

46 Ibid. 
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to transport them and under the best condition have to be transported by 
freight as they will not pass inspection or interstate commerce act. 

Next, the cars are an expensive proposition these days as we have to pay 
first class transportation and now fares are rising and so will cost even more 
and if one travels distances it is quite an expense. Years ago, before the last 
world war we traveled free but all has been changed. 

Now, as we are not organizing and establishing new churches, the cars 
simply serve as a living quarter and so at best cannot be located where one 
would like them located and under present condition a missionary could have a 
trailer outfit and locate in a most convenient place and do the work of building 
up or reviving a church and make repairs etc, and so be more comfortable with 
less expense to the society. 

No, you need not expect that the railroads will give you anything for the 
other two old cars for the railroad companies have plenty of these kind and use 
them for bridge gangs. 

Now as to the use of these cars in case that some little church would like 
to have them. Well, the car Evangel at Rawlins which I turned into the church, 
the Railroad company, or the U. P. took the trucks, which is the most costly and 
vital part of a car and hauled the rest up to the church lot and so did not cost 
us anything . . . If I were to handle another car and work it into a church, I 
would build an Episcopal style church. Cut the car through the center and sepa-
rate it, fill in between, and this would give me the whole frame work of the 
church and then brick veneer it and put on the roof etc. 

47
                             

Blinzinger Retired; Parry Years Begin 
Upon his retirement in 1942, A. C. Blinzinger received a pension of $213.84 

per year. “I wish it might be larger but the very heavy deficits which we have 
been compelled to meet in the missionary budget for the past several years have 
made it necessary for us to revise our pension benefits,” the treasurer of the 
Home Mission Society wrote. At a daily rate of fifty-nine cents a day, the 
Blinzingers, no doubt with heavy hearts, wished it might be larger too.  

It was decided to remove Emmanuel from active duty, and keep Grace and 
Messenger of Peace in service for the present. As a result of that decision, in 
1943, after Grace had again been put into good mechanical and physical shape 
at the Denver and Rio Grand Shops, the Reverend and Mrs. Howard Parry were 
transferred to Grace from Emmanuel.  

Parry had cleaned up affairs for the retirement of Emmanuel and then 
served as a colporteur for a period in Colorado and Utah in defense housing 
projects.  A philosophical, quiet man, Parry had also followed Hermiston and 
Blinzinger on Chapel Car Emmanuel.  

The three men were a trinity of differing personalities and missionary 
styles: Hermiston, a bombastic, Billy Sunday-style huckster who touched many 
hearts for Christ; Blinzinger, a roll-up-your-sleeves man who boasted of his abili-
ties yet labored faithfully through great difficulties; Parry, a gentle scholar and 
loving pastor with a need for order, who kept a diary for every day in his dedi-

                                                
47 Letter from A. C. Blinzinger to Dr. Mark Rich, Lander, Wyoming, March 15, 1942, Mark Rich 

Box. 
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cated ministry. The last stage of Grace’s ministry would be more suited to the 
nature of Howard Parry.  

The world in 1943 was very different than the 1891 world of the first Bap-
tist car, Evangel, in 1891. Towns were no longer so isolated, churches were 
much more common, the railroads were no longer in their heyday, and in some 
ways World War II was the only thing keeping the railroads in the center of the 
nation’s transportation system.  

Chapel Car Grace still had work to do—work in strongly Mormon southern 
Utah in the town of Orem, with a mixture of war plant employees, local ranch-
ers, Mexican farm workers, 
and non-Mormons.  

The site of the huge 
Geneva Steel Plant at Orem 
presented unique problems 
for Mary and Howard Parry. 
Indifference, long working 
hours, inconveniences con-
nected with trailer camp 
life for the women with 
families all effect[Sic] the 
ability and willingness to 
attend services despite any 
kind of approach. However, 
in time with patience, re-
sponse will come. Uncer-
tainty of residence for the 
construction workers still 
on the project creates a 
feeling and attitude of un-
willingness to get into 
church work or community 
work. The native Mormons 
frankly are antagonistic 
toward the defense workers 
as you can well understand 
in as much as this is ZION, 
their promised land. When the permanent element, operating skilled workers get 
settled the prospects will begin to clarify.48 

Parry’s Diary Records Events in Life of Nation, Chapel Car 
Getting settled into Chapel Car Grace was an adjustment for the Parrys. 

They acknowledged that Grace was much better equipped, and Mary Parry really 
liked the separate bedroom and brass double bed, but they still missed Em-
manuel, now retired at Swan Lake Baptist Camp, in South Dakota. After three 

                                                
48 Letter from Howard Parry to Dr. Luther Wesley Smith, Orem, Utah, October 18, 1943, 

Chapel Car Records, Howard Parry Collection, Box 2, ABHS, MUA. 

 

Mary Parry kept a tidy home in her small living area 
for her husband with plants and rugs and a lace ta-
blecloth. She also played the organ, sang, taught the 
children and worked with the women. (ABHS) MUA) 
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weeks, they still did not have an electrical connection; and coal, which the Baker 
heater required, was impossible to obtain in Orem. So they purchased a distil-
late stove second-hand for the chapel and in the living quarters continued to use 
a Coleman heater given them by Mr. Coleman.  

In his diary, Parry noted on Sunday, February 20, 1943, that at Sunday 
school four Indian teenagers made their First Confession Responses. After 
preaching on “How Big is My World,” Bill and Ronald Fuller, of Comanche Miami 
blood, and Muriel and Freeman Walker of Comanche Miami blood, came for-

ward. Their parents had come from Oklahoma to work at the Geneva Steel Mill. 

On Tuesday, June 6, 1943, Parry printed in his diary in big letters-INVASION. 
LANDED 3:32 A.M. U. S. TIME. NORMANDY COAST. Cherbourg: 83 miles from 
English Coast. AIR ARM STRUCK SHORTLY BEFORE MIDNIGHT. In a little box 
targeted with arrows on each side, Parry wrote, “Invasion came 6th Hour, 6th 
Day, 6th Month.” On the next day, the items were more mundane: “Cleaned 
chapel car, washed seats and mopped floor.” He had made three calls and 
started to study his Sunday school lesson. The weather was “Very Warm.” 

On Easter Sunday, April 9, 1944, the neat program printed by Parry was 
crammed with scholarly Scriptural references regarding Easter, and poetry, as 
well as the Order of Worship. At the bottom of the page was the instruction for 
the Russian Greeting on Resurrection Day: “As the devout Christians greet each 
other one says ‘He is Risen.’ The one addressed replies: ‘He is Risen indeed.’” 
The program also included the assurance that “The Chapel Car and its workers 
will remain at the service of the Christian people of Orem indefinitely. . . .You 

Parry’s entries Thursday, May 3 and Friday, May 4, 1943 
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may with confidence continue to invite your friends to the ministry of the 
Chapel Car.”49 

Job Stability and Muddy Roads Present Problems for Parrys 

 

One day Parry, who had organized a Father and Son Banquet in San Juan 
County, found attendance gathered from as far as twenty miles distant, and 
people attending had traveled on rural roads ankle deep in mud in places. It was 
no small reason for satisfaction that forty-five men and boys had gathered. “De-
spite restrictions and regulation there is a constant shifting of families from 
farm to factory and back to farm, from the local plant to more favorable wage 
earning jobs. In addition labor organizing keeps the morale unstable, which ef-
fects the stability of people with whom the colporteur must work.” 

In addition to his many other duties, Parry now had a radio program over 
KOVO out of Provo, a first for a chapel car missionary. Beside his chapel car du-
ties, a frequent notation on his diary pages for most of his years of service was 
“Headache today.”  

                                                
49 Grace Baptist Church Program, Orem, Utah, Easter, 1944, Colporter Box, Howard Parry Col-

lection, MUA. 

 

Reverend and Mrs. Howard Parry and Chapel Car Grace organized a church in Orem, Utah, 
with a congregation of Geneva Steel Plant employees, ranchers, Mexican farm workers, 
and non-Mormons. (ABHS, MUA) 
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On May 8, 1945, the diary read, “EUROPEAN WAR ENDS (GERMAN 
SURRENDER),  

In the face of such momentous events, he made his pastoral calls, went to 
see the doctor about his headache, and worked on his convention sermon (fig. 
16.13).  

On August 14 - “2ND WORLD WAR ENDS, Japan Surrenders Official 5:00 PM, 
7 P.M. E.W. Time 

 Parry went to see the doctor again, made his calls, received corn, onions, pars-
nips, beans, kohlrabi, and lettuce from a member, picked apricots to take to a mem-

ber, and cut down the 
weeds about the chapel 
car. The news of the 
world he acknowledged, 
absorbed, and recorded, 
but he steadfastly went 
about devoted to his 
ministry—headache and 
all. 

After the war, the 
Geneva Steel Plant closed its 
operations, and hundreds 
of employees set forth to 
find other jobs and other 
homes. The pews in Grace 
became empty, and the Par-
rys knew it was time to 
move on. They also knew, 
as did the publication and 
home mission societies, that 
the time of the chapel cars 
had probably come to an 
end. Only Messenger of 

Peace was still serving in a defense project in upper Washington State. Grace was not 
needed now in Orem, but it was wanted at the American Baptist Assembly at Green 
Lake.  

Grace Heads to Final Stop at Green Lake 
In May of 1945, Parry went to visit the Conaway/Birch family, the donors of 

Grace. Mr. Conaway had passed away, and Mrs. Conway was ninety-three years 
old, but she and her daughter were still vitally interested in the chapel car and 
its future. She said that she would like to see the car stationed in the West but 
would also be in favor of it being taken to the American Baptist Assembly 
grounds at Green Lake. She agreed Green Lake would be a fitting memorial place 
for it.  

Using money that had been given to him and Mrs. Parry personally, Parry 
was going to have the car touched up so it would still be in good shape for serv-
ice, as long as that might be. Unlike Blinzinger, he would not attempt to do the 
work himself. Frequently the Parrys used their own money to support the work 

This picture is of the last worship service on Chapel Car 
Grace at Orem, Utah, taken before the car began its jour-
ney to Green Lake, Wisconsin. (ABHS, MUA) 
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of the chapel cars and other missionary interests, never calling attention to the 
fact.50 

When the Parrys first transferred to Chapel Car Grace, their first love had 
been Emmanuel. Now their hearts were with Grace as they looked toward the 
move to retirement at Green Lake. “Tomorrow with mingled emotions we close 
eleven years of service in Railroad Chapel Car service. We love the car, what its 
ministry has meant to us and our predecessors with their distinctive ministries,” 
Howard Parry wrote Green Lake business manager John Clark. 

The Salt Lake and Utah Railroad would move Grace from Orem to Provo, 
Utah, and from there to the shops of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Rail-
road (D & RGW), where the chapel car would be put back in good order for its 
new future. Howard Parry, like a father sending a child off alone on a journey, 
requested of the D & RGW that the car be handled with care and the courtesy of 
putting it in a place which would not inconvenience the necessary movement of 
their own stock, yet close enough 
to supervise, “for there are many 
valuable personal effects of my 
own as well as our society equip-
ment inside.”51 

 On the bill of lading that trav-
eled with Grace was this descrip-
tion: One Railway Chapel car. Pas-
senger car, Unoccupied - Handle 
with care. 

While the chapel car was in the 
shops Parry went on a speaking 
trip east, and he also made an ap-
pointment with the Leahy Clinic in 
Boston. He was still seeking relief 
from his headaches. The doctor 
gave him advice: eat all foods, take 
medication with meals, change 
work and get a real rest. Parry 
would not rest long, for in the fall 
of 1946, just a few months after 
leaving Grace at Green Lake, he 
was assigned to Lodge Grass, 
Montana, where he worked with the ministry of the Little Brown Church, until 
exhaustion caused him to retire in 1950.  

 On Easter Sunday, April 21, 1946, Chapel Car Grace was on a Chicago, Bur-
lington & Quincy Railroad Passenger Yard siding in Chicago, Illinois, at 12th 

                                                
50 Letter from Howard Parry to Mr. J. C. Clark, Business Manager, Green Lake, Wisconsin, 

Orem, Utah, February 2, 1946, Green Lake files, ABA, GL. 

51 Letter from Howard Parry to Mr. Sagstetter, Master Mechanics Office, D & RG, Orem, Utah, 
February 1, 1946, Colporter Records, Howard Parry Collection, ABHS, MUA. 

 

On the way to Green Lake, Chapel Car Grace 
stopped at the Fond du Lac, Wisconsin depot. 
(Norman T. Taylor Collection) 
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Street near Canal, waiting to be feted and inspected again after thirty-one years 
of service. Present railroad rules did not permit the stops at depots where Bap-
tist friends could honor the car’s long service. It traveled humbly in a line of 
rumbling freight cars, but glittering on its sides was still the worthy and holy 
name—Grace.   

Although still beautiful, as a result of a recent renovation at the Denver and 
Rio Grande Shops, this time the car was not a shining bride setting forth on her 
honeymoon, but a senior citizen heading to her retirement home. No jubilant 
cars of Baptist conventioneers singing hymns followed in its stead, just some 
quiet visitors with sedate psalms and prayers, although a photographer from 
the Associated Press took pictures. 

When the chapel car arrived at the town of Green Lake via the Chicago and 
Northwestern Railroad, the journey became more jubilant. Townspeople fol-
lowed Grace’s every move with interest and excitement. According to eyewitness 
Herman Schultz, a gardener at the assembly, the car arrived at the depot, there 
to be moved to the American Baptist Assembly grounds by the Shea-Matson 

Company of Milwaukee at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars. The task required 
three and one half days.  

Probably the greatest difficulty was in removing the car from the railroad 
tracks at the depot. The tracks there were above the roadbed and, thus, stood 
four feet higher than the moving trucks. It was necessary for the crew to skid 
the car sideways for more than one hundred feet in order to ease it onto the 
trucks. This required more than a day to accomplish. Two sixteen-wheelbase 
trucks were used, placed back to back, one truck proceeding and the other back-
ing all the way. The rate of speed was one-fourth mile per hour.  

This pictures of the journey of Chapel Car Grace to the American Baptist Assembly at 
the Green Lake Conference Center are from the archives of the American Baptist As-
sembly, Green Lake, Wisconsin 
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The next day, followed by fascinated crowds of local residents, the trucks 
and Grace proceeded as far as the western city limits of Green Lake. On the  

third day, they reached the designated spot on the Assembly grounds, near the 
Abbey Barn area, not far from the front gate. The following morning, the car was 
lowered back onto it trucks and then onto the rails that had been laid by As-
sembly workmen.52  

On August 4, 1946, Chapel Car Grace was dedicated in ceremonies in the car. 
Dr. Luther Wesley Smith, Executive Secretary of the Board of Education and Pub-
lication, gave the address. The crowd gathered in the chapel car joined in dedicat-
ing the car to the memory of those whose clear vision, leadership and sacrifice 
provided this car as a method of carrying the gospel to the unreached communi-
ties of America, and to those who served in this car as our missionaries of the 
Gospel, and to the memory and blessing of those who by the thousands have 
found Christ in the chapel car Grace. It was hoped that many who would visit the 
car would draw inspiration from the story of its glorious ministry in the service of 
our Christ.53  

                                                
52 Green Lake newspaper article in American Baptist Assembly files, Green Lake, Wisconsin. 

53 Copy of dedication ceremony, Green Lake files. 

 

Many groups—like the Rural Church School and the National Youth Con-
ference, along with visitors to the grounds—worshipped in Grace while it 
was located in the Abbey area. (American Baptist Assembly archives, Green 
Lake, Wisconsin) 
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Several volunteer projects and the continued support of the Assembly staff 
have preserved Grace. In the spring 1968, the car was repainted inside and out 
[Pennsylvania Railroad Tuscan Red] by direction of Rev. Eldon Elmore of West 
Side Baptist Church, Wichita, Kansas, along with other Central Region young 
people, gave the car’s interior a thorough cleaning and began to scrape the exte-
rior paint. The project was completed in a crew of senior high students and 
their leaders from the First 
Baptist Church of Waukegan, 
Illinois, led by the Reverend 
Mason L. Brown.  

During Senior High 
Week in 1981, delegates un-
der the June of 1982 with 
the stripping and refinishing 
of the pews and other re-
pairs.  

In 1982, because of the 
influence of Harold Mitchell, 
director of operations at 
that time, and the support 
of new American Baptist As-
sembly president Paul 
LaDue, the L & H Gyr Trailer 
Services of Fond du Lac 
moved Grace from the Ab-
bey area down to the Luther 
Wesley Smith Conference 
Area. Mitchell’s wife, Ardis, 
recalled that her husband 
was very concerned about 

the future of the car where it 
was- rather out of sight and 
mind in the Abbey area. 
Mitchell and LaDue both 
agreed it needed to be in a 
spot where it could be a 
more visible symbol and 
thus more likely to be pre-
served.  

When Dave Elsinger and 
his partner Allen Stream, 
young employees of the L & 
H Gyr Company, first came 
to the Assembly to see the 
car and its proposed route—
via a twisting, narrow one-
lane bridge lined by two-foot 
stone walls—to the lakefront 
site, Elsinger told Mitchell, “I don’t know how we can do it. It can’t be done.” 

Although the key to a successful move was dry weather, 
the rains came down on the day of the move, and the 
ground became slippery, and Grace began to tilt. (Ar-
chives, American Baptist Assembly, Green Lake, Wiscon-
sin) 
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Mitchell, who had already been told that by other Ohio and Indiana moving 
companies, told Elsinger, in a wild moment of desperation, “Money is no object.”  

After four or five trips on their own time to study the possibilities, the brave 
Elsinger and Stream team finally came up with a plan. They would use two 50-ton 
cranes, a semi-trailer with a fifth wheel, a bucket hydraulic caterpillar, plus spreaders 
and a dolly system. The key to the success of the project would be the weather. It 
had to be dry. 

When the September day for the journey to the lake front site came, it 
rained. The decision was made to bring the cranes into position and see if the 
weather would change to permit the move, as every hour the cranes were there, 
Elsinger said, “. . . the meter was running.” 

After an hour or so, the rain stopped, and Grace was lifted by the two 
cranes off its sets of multiple wheels and strapped with one-half-inch chains on 
an eighty-foot flatbed trailer. Just as the dollies and truck came off the grassy 
plot at the edge of the Lawsonia Golf Course where the car had been sitting, the 
car began to tilt. Hearts stopped. Workers moved quickly to plank under the 
truck wheels, and the car righted itself.  

Moving at a crawl, someone—later discovered to be not a member of the 
moving crew—yelled “Stop!” The driver stopped, and the behemoth of truck and 
chapel car sunk into the soft soil and could not move. Even with the second 
loader and a one-and-one-half-inch cable pulling, the wheels just spun on the 
blacktop road.  

The driver of the caterpillar’s hydraulic bucket saved the day, finally pulling 
them free, and Grace, perched on its patient beast of burden, crawled the rest of 
the 1.7-mile trip-between the rolling greens of Lawsonia Golf Course, under the 
arches of great honey locust, maples just starting to turn red, and tall sentinels 
of pine, by vistas of valley and lake, and past curious deer.  

At the bridge, bleachers had been set up for anxious staffers to watch the 
caravan maneuver the dreaded one lane stone bridge, one of many built by Vic-
tor Lawson, owner and publisher of the Chicago Daily News at the turn of the 
century. Oh so slowly, Grace started through the narrow serpentine opening, but the 
angle was quite not right, and the drivers decided to back up and try again. This 
time-by just one inch, swinging on the dolly over the natural stone walls, the car 
made it through, and the bleacher crowd stood up clapping with relief and 
thanksgiving.  

The drama was not yet over. At the destination site, as the workers were prepar-
ing the cranes to swing the car back onto its trucks, which had been placed on sec-
tions of rail, one of the cranes blew its hydraulic line.  When told that it would take 
another day to repair the line, Harold Mitchell became very concerned. His rash 
words, “Money is no object,” came back to haunt him. He did not see how they could 
afford the added costs of keeping the equipment for another day. “Isn’t there some-
thing that you can do?” he begged Elsinger. 

“We had just one option, at that point.” Elsinger, who said he and his part-
ner will never forget this first big challenge, and who with their own company 
has moved many railroad cars and engines since, went to the remaining crane 
operator and asked if he though he could move the car onto its trucks by him-
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self. He thought he could. One crane, one end at a time, moved the chapel car 
onto its trucks.”54 

The cost for the move was $6500. Harold Mitchell was convinced that Grace 
was worth it.  

 

 

Shortly after the move was completed, the car was restored from the Tuscan 
Red of its 1968 painting to its original Pullman Green, and a dedicated volunteer 
group from the First Baptist Church of Pittsburg, Kansas made other repairs. In 
1990 volunteer staff members raised the money to have a shelter built over the 
chapel car to protect it from the elements. Several years later, John L. “Bud” 
Carroll, former denominational youth leader, assembly board member and 
Grace protector started an endowment fund to help maintain and preserve the 
chapel car. For many years, Harriet Dowdy, a dedicated and beloved assembly 
volunteer, regularly gave tours and talks to visitors of the chapel car. She 
particularly loved telling Grace’s story to the children.  

                                                
54 Personal interview with Dave Elsinger of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, May 39, 1998. 

 

 

When Grace reached the lakefront site and the workers were preparing to swing the car 
onto its trucks, one of the cranes blew its hydraulic line. The moving company decided 
to try and make the move with just one crane, and it was thought that the move was 
successful. It would not be until 16 years later that volunteer Norman Taylor, working 
on the renovation of the chapel car, discovered that Grace had been placed on the 
trucks backward. (ABA, Green Lake, Wisconsin) 
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Norman Thomas Taylor, a retired 44-year rail-
road employee, began a restoration project on 
Grace in 1991 and continued until June 2007 
when he died as a result of injuries occurred in 
June of 2003 when he felt from a ladder while 
working on Chapel Car Grace.  

As he once served as the Apprentice Instruc-
tor for the New York Central Railroad, Taylor, es-
timator for the Penn Central, and senior buyer for 
Amtrak, was skilled at all levels of railroad trades. 
Guidepost Magazine featured Taylor’s interest and 
work on the car in their March 2002 issue. Nor-
man and Wilma Taylor wrote This Train Is Bound 
for Glory: The Story of America’s Chapel Cars, 
published by Judson Press—the definitive story of 
the chapel cars. Their research involved over fifty 
thousand miles of auto travel following the routes 
of all thirteen chapel cars during a period of ten 
years. 

Long-time volunteer John Overzet spent many 
hours assisting Norman. He once heard a visitor 
ask Norman why he spent so many hours working 
on a part of the underneath of Grace, and Norman 
answered, “Because it is broken and needs to be fixed.” That answer mirrored 
his and the gospels’ message about life in general. 

Loving Leader Support Saves Chapel Car Grace  

Without the support and interest of past and present leaders of the assem-
bly, Grace would probably have gone the route of other chapel cars, forgotten, 
neglected, and finally, abandoned. But leaders from Luther Wesley Smith and J. 
L. Kraft to Paul LaDue and Ken Giacoletto have preserved the car and honored 
its history.  

Thousands of visitors to the pastoral grounds at Green Lake will tell you 
that Chapel Car Grace is not out of service. The familiar strains of “Amazing 
Grace” from the Estey organ can still be heard through an open window on a 
summer day, and worshipers frequently fill the pews for services. Light filters 
through lace curtains and sprinkles across the bright quilt on the prized brass 
double bed, as a photo of Mary and Howard Parry looks down from a bedroom 
shelf. An open Bible rests on the brass podium in the chapel waiting to be read, 
and the glow of Grace’s green stained-glass window trim mirrors the rippling 
waters of Green Lake. 

Frequently, a special moment occurs as the sun drops over the lake and the 
stars begin to fill the Wisconsin sky. Along the lakefront, there is the glow of 
lights in the windows of Chapel Car Grace. There is the sound of organ music 
and of voices raised in song, “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saves a 
wrench like me, I once was lost, but now I’m found. Was blind but now I see . . .” 

For volunteer retired rail-
roader Norman Thomas Tay-
lor, his 16-year restoration 
work on Chapel Car Grace 
was his call to mission and a 
gift of love. 
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O God of grace, this Chapel speed, 
Wherever sin is found 
Display thy light, thy love, thy life, 
Till grace much more abound. 
 
Go forth, go forth to all mankind;  
Go preach my gospel true. 
All pow’r is mine; go forth, go forth! 
I am with you, I am with you.55 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
55 Written for the dedication of Chapel Car Grace by E. M. Stephenson Taylor 
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