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CHAPTER 8 

This view of Chapel Car Good Will shows the curtains that were used to separate 
the chapel area to accommodate privacy when the deacon’s bench was used for 
sleeping quarters and for other programs. [ABHS, MUA] 
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CHAPTER 8 

Good Will :  Texas Frontier, the Great 
Storm, and to the Pacific Coast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

exas in the 1890s was divided into three frontiers of magnificent 
distances, great destitution, and splendid possibilities: East Texas, 
South Texas and West Texas, including the contiguous territory of 
New Mexico. The Texas Baptist Convention reported in 1894, “Hard 

as the times are, these vast regions are being settled. There is nowhere else for 
the people to go, and he who has an ear to hear can already hear the tramp of 
the oncoming millions. Our missionaries should not wait to ride on the cow-
catcher of the first engine of the new railroad, but should already be on the 
ground ready to welcome the engineer and his passengers, preaching the gospel 

to them, and baptizing them as fast as they believe.”1
 

Constructed to ride not on the cowcatcher but coupled behind the engine, 
Chapel Car Good Will came to Texas right after its dedication at Saratoga 
Springs, New York, June 1, 1895, with missionary Reverend Edwin Stanton 

                                                
1
 Proceedings of the Southern Baptist Convention, May 11-15, 1894 (Atlanta: Franklin Printing 

and Publishing Company), 42, Ouachita Baptist University Library, Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 

 

T 

Fourteen missionary couples, including Reverend and Mrs. L. T. Barkman, served 
on Chapel Car Good Will during its mission from 1895 to 1937. Starting in 
Texas, the chapel car ministered in Colorado, Nevada, Idaho, Oregon and Cali-
fornia. [ABHS, MUA] 
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Stucker and his wife on board. Stucker, an Ottawa University and University of 
Chicago Divinity School graduate, came to the chapel car ministry from a pas-
torate at Aurora, Illinois. 

When sweet–faced Nettie Voila Packer Stucker first heard that she and her 
husband Edwin Stanton Stucker were going to Texas in a brand new railroad 
chapel car, she probably was apprehensive as well as excited. She would be quite 
reluctant to leave Aurora, Illinois, where her husband was pastor of the Claim 
Street Baptist Church. They had just been married a year, and in a quiet, tree–
lined cemetery near by was the fresh grave of their first child, who died Febru-

ary 15, 1895—a little girl born prematurely, who lived only forty hours.2 

The Claim Street Baptist Church was special to Nettie, even if it was a cold, 
old building with not much space to expand, certainly not like the spacious First 
Baptist Church downtown. Nettie’s father, a prosperous inventor of farm 
equipment, retired from his manufacturing career in the Sterling, Illinois, area 
and moved to Aurora. The family started attending the Claim Street church, and 
it was there Nettie met the tall, dark, and handsome minister. Edwin looking out 
from his advantage point at the pulpit could not have missed Nettie — petite, 
demure, with soft brown hair. It was not a long engagement. 

Aurora was not Edwin’s home. His family resided in Ottawa, an eastern Kan-
sas town on the banks of the Marais des Cygnes River. Baptists had been a part 
of Ottawa history from 1862 when the United States Congress set aside 20,000 
acres of Ottawa Indian land in an agreement that missionaries would start a col-
lege to help train Indian children. By 1867 the Ottawa tribe by treaty had moved 
to Indian Territory, leaving the town and a college with its name. 

In 1880 fourteen–year–old Edwin was baptized at the local First Baptist 
Church. After graduation from Ottawa public schools, he set off for post–high 
school studies, but he did not choose to attend the local college. Instead, he 
boarded a northbound Santa Fe coach at the Ottawa depot and traveled to Chi-
cago and the respected, if somewhat controversial, institution created by mil-
lionaire John D. Rockefeller. Many Baptists of that day disapproved of the so–
called “liberal” teachings at The University of Chicago, under the presidency of 

Reverend W. H. Harper, D. D. 3 

                                                
2
 Death Certificate, State of Illinois, provided by Beverly Stucker Bennett; Family records of 

Beverly Stucker Bennett and her son Davis Bennett, interview and visit on June 24, 2002, in Ot-
tawa, Kansas.  

3
 The History of Franklin County, Kansas, Franklin County Historical Society and Friends of 

Ottawa Library, nd, 415; Harper would respond to the criticism that the University of Chicago did 
not stress biblical principles by saying, “We have more teachers in the Biblical work than any other 
institution in America,” and he would say of the criticism about the approach of Higher Criticism 
at the University, “What is Higher Criticism? Simply a method of study. We take a book of the 
Bible, as the book of Job and we ask the questions: By whom written? For whom? When? And, 
what was the object of the writer? Because some who employ this method and ask these questions 
are infidels, shall you class all who ask them as such?” The full text of this speech may be found 
in the proceedings of the 1894 Baptist General Association of Illinois, 89–91. 

 



This Train Is Bound for Glory: Good Will 

4 

After college, Edwin did not return to Ottawa; instead, he worked as an en-
gineer/surveyor for the Chicago and NorthWestern Railway. During his time 
working on the railroad along the C&NW lines in Minnesota and the Dakotas, he 
determined to follow what he felt was a call to preach, especially to witness to 
railroad men. He was ordained August 26, 1891, and in 1893 that “call” led him 
to the little Claim Street Baptist Church in Aurora, an important rail center. 

Edwin and Nettie were married June 6, 1894, in a lovely ceremony in her 
parents’ comfortable home. Both were almost thirty 
when they wed. The bride carried a little white Bible 
trimmed with lilies. In it Edwin wrote, “To my Nettie, 
whom I receive as a direct expression of the love of 
the Author of this precious Word. May our God, 
whom we love and whose we are, receive, develop, 
and use us as we offer Him our lives, saying together, 
Anywhere, Anything, at Anytime for Jesus.” 

 Edwin excitedly 
planned their month–
long rail honeymoon to 
take them along the 
same C&N lines that Ed-
win had surveyed. He 
wanted his bride to see 
the sights of the vast 
wheat fields and prairies 
of Minnesota and the 
mysterious Black Hills of 
the Dakotas. Before 
returning to their home 
in Aurora, the newly–
weds visited Edwin’s 
family in Ottawa, where 
they took time to attend time to attend the famed Ottawa Chautauqua at 
Forest Park, a block from the Santa Fe station. 
From 1883 to 1914, the immense tabernacle held 
as many as 10,000 people and drew speakers like 
William Jennings Bryan, General John A. Logan, 
and Jane Adams of Hull House.  

After their extended honeymoon, Edwin and 
Nettie returned to Aurora and the responsibilities 
of the Claim Street Baptist Church. Aurora was a 

bustling town, with as many as twenty churches, a free library, several daily and 
weekly newspapers, shops, pleasant parks and a good share of genteel people. 
The Panic of 1893, with the run on banks, the closing of industrial plants which 
threw millions out of employment, and the destruction of credit and loss of 
homes had not affected Aurora as much as many American towns.  

 Aurora was more fortunate because the main division of the Chicago, Bur-
lington & Quincy Railroad was located there, and several hundred train and 
shop men made it their home. Numerous manufacturing companies employed 

Nettie loved her husband, 
but after the death of their 

baby, she really did not want 
to leave Aurora, where her 
parent lived. [Norman Tho-

mas Taylor Collection] 

Edwin’s ministry at the 
Claim Street Baptist 

Church was very fruitful, 
but he could not resist 
the opportunity to wit-
ness to railroad men in 
Chapel Car Good Will. 

[ABHS< MUA] 
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the working– class citizens in town; in fact, just across the street from the Claim 
Street church one of three corset factories employed hundreds of workers, 
mainly women. Certainly some of those young women were a part of Edwin’s 
congregation.  

Not isolated from big city 
influences, Aurora had 
twenty-five trains a day com-
ing and going to Chicago, and 
along with the traffic was a 
fair share of crime. The town 
produced just enough immor-
ality to provide Nettie’s schol-
arly husband with sermon 
fodder, although it must not 
have provided him with 
enough of a challenge. After 
two years in the ministry 
there, he was ready for a 
change.  

Nettie loved her husband, 
although the thought that she 
would be the wife of a minis-
ter with that difficult role to 
play had probably never oc-
curred to her. She was a quiet 
young woman, rather shel-
tered in her family, being one of the youngest of six, one of two girls. She had 
no advanced education beyond that of a high school or female academy. She 
was known to have loved the domestic things, like cooking and sewing, and she 
must have had some training in the musical arts, as she would play the organ 
and sing at services during their chapel car years. This was expected of all the 

chapel car wives.4 

The death of their first child had scarred their first year of marriage. Net-
tie’s heart was broken and her body had not yet recovered, but she knew that 
Edwin had felt the call to the chapel car ministry. He had proved that he had a 
gift for soul saving. In less than a year at Claim Street Baptist, he had baptized 
thirty–seven, adding to his congregation of 136 more new converts than the 
other three Baptist churches in town put together. Even if she were reluctant to 
leave their home, and the comforting nearness of her parents and to have time 
to grieve and recover from her recent loss, she knew this opportunity was im-

portant to him.5  

                                                
4
 In an interview with Beverly Stucker Bennett in Ottawa, Kansas, on June 25, 2002, Mrs. 

Bennett, Nettie’s granddaughter, was shocked to discover that her grandmother played the organ 
and sang during chapel car services. She never knew that side of her grandmother, and only re-
membered that she was a sweet, quiet woman who loved to cook and care for her family.  

5
 Baptist General Association of Illinois, 1894, Association Statistics, 139. 

Edwin’s love for working with railroaders was fed by 
the nearness to his home of the Chicago, Burling-
ton, & Quincy Railroad, the first railroad to link 
Chicago and the Mississippi River. This forty-stall 
roundhouse, large even for its time, became a ma-
jor center for railroad activity for the CB&Q. It 
served as a repair and construction facility from 
which more locomotives and cars than any other 
CB&Q installation were built.  
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Chapel Car Good Will, after its dedication, in Denison, Texas, at the beginning of its Texas 
mission. [AMHS, MUA] 

At the dedication of Chapel Car Good Will, the father of the chapel car 
movement, Wayland Hoyt, told those gathered at the seventy-first anniversary 
meeting of the publication society: 

 

 It is the peculiar function of the colporter to go, to keep going; to persist 
in going, and to go into places where nobody else would be apt to go, and the 
chapel car with its whirring wheels, with its prayer meetings often speeding on 
transcontinental trains at the rate of forty miles a hour, and its swift visits 
here, then yonder to this destitute place and that, and with its ability of har-
nessed steam to search out any hamlet on prairie or nook or on mountain side 
to which nineteenth century railroads can push themselves—why, your chapel 

car is simply the most compact and alert specimen of a gospel-going.
6
  

 

This fourth Publication Society Baptist car, built with seventy-five hundred 
dollars in subscriptions to fulfill the agreement with William Hills when he made 
the gift for Glad Tidings the year before, began its work in Texas in cooperation 
with the Southern Baptists. Beside native Texans—mainly ranchers, cowboys, 
merchants and professionals, there were thousands of Bohemians, Swedes, and 

as many as three hundred thousand! Germans who had migrated to the state, 
plus a large Norwegian settlement in the Texas Basque country and a growing 
population of African Americans.  Around San Antonio, San Marcos, along the 
Rio Grande, at El Paso, along the border, and up into New Mexico Territory, there 

were many needy Mexican settlements.! Texas Baptists were eager for Good Will 

to minister to these snowballing colonies, many without churches.7  

With new railroads spreading all across Texas, witnessing to railroaders was 
another major focus for the chapel car ministry, and it was at a railroad center 

                                                                                                                                            

 

6
 Anniversary Report of the American Baptist Publication Society, Saratoga Springs, 1895, 16.  

7
 Proceedings of the Baptist General Convention of Texas, October 12 - 16, 1894 (Waco: Bap-

tist Standard Printing House, 1894), 24-25, Baylor University Texas Collection, Waco, Texas. 
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that Stucker first stopped—Denison, the shops of the Missouri, Kansas, and 
Texas Railroad (MK & T). Edwin described their experience at Denison. 

 

The car was placed between the round house and machine shops and serv-
ices were held at noon, p.m. and midnight, for ten days. The meetings at mid-
night were especially fruitful. The men seemed to realize that we were there 
with “Good Will,” when we left our home uptown (the combination of heat, 
noise, and smoke prevented our staying in the car here) and came over a mile 
through mud and rain, which were not lacking for a single twenty-four hours 
while we were there . . . 

The midnight audience averaged forty men, who would hurriedly eat their 
lunches and come “just as they were” and give us at least fifty minutes, and 
usually a full hour. A more attentive audience could not easily be found. The 
result was over fifty public professions among men many of whom had not 
been in a religious service from five to fifteen years, according to their own tes-

timony.!
8

   

Panhandle Towns 

After stopping at Dallas to ask the superintendent of the MK & T to park a 
coach at the Denison shops for the use of Christian laymen, the Stuckers went 
on to Ft. Worth and made their way into the extreme northwestern part of the 
state, the fabled Llano Estacado or Staked Plains. For two months Good Will held 
two to three services daily in the frontier towns above the Canadian River where 
the gospel had never been preached.  

What Nettie could see from the chapel car’s windows was mile after mile of 

windmills, supplying the power for water to thousands of acres of ranch land. 
She could not have ignored the Russian thistle, tumbling before the wind, leap-
ing ditches and crowding under fences. Russian settlers that poured into the 

                                                
8
 The Colporter, October 1895, [ABHS, MUA] 6. 

 

A Panhandle town in the 1890s [Center for American History, UT-Austin, Laura V.    Hamner 
Papers, Norman T. Taylor Collection] 
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Main Street of Channing, 1895 [Norman T. Taylor Col-
lection] NOTE: This picture was given to the authors by 
a citizen of Channing whose grandfather helped start 

the first Baptist church in town. 

 

Texas frontier carried on their clothing and goods the thorny bramble’s seeds—
shaking them out like pepper from a box at every jounce, not unlike the immi-
grant cars—shaking out families and belongings at little settlements along the 
lines. 

Texline, one of those towns in the desolate stretches of the Llano Estacado, 
filled the chapel from the first night, practically everyone in town being in at-

tendance.!When Good Will arrived in 1895, Texline, a Ft. Worth and Denver Rail-
road junction town of about one hundred, was changing from a tent city into a 
permanent town. A town hall had been built and was being used for school ses-
sions, along with the addition of a hotel and a number of businesses.   In spite 
of the town’s expansion, there were no churches. For two weeks, meetings were 
held twice each day and four times on Sundays in the chapel car, and a little 
church was formed—the first in town. 

Edwin described the town in his monthly report, “Texline is a town of one 
hundred, near the line between Texas and New Mexico, and in the Llano Esta-
cado or Staked Plains, junction of two railroads that connect Texas and Colo-
rado. It is largely made up of men employed by those roads in the shops; no 

religious organization or preacher being in all this section.”9  

For two weeks, Nettie and 
Edwin held meetings twice a 
day and four times on 
Sundays. Practically everyone 
in town was in attendance.  

Although there were no 
churches in Channing when 
Good Will came to town, oc-
casionally preachers would 
hold services. Hunter recalls in 
her Book of Years that these 
itinerant ministers spent most 
of their time on horseback or 
in a buggy, preaching wher-
ever a small group gathered. 

 Couples waited to be 
married or families hoping for 
a proper service at the burying 
of a loved one would welcome 
these infrequent circuit riders. 

His equipment was simple: a slicker and two saddlebags that contained a few 
articles of clothing, a Bible and a hymn book.  

According to church records, the First Southern Baptist Church of Channing 
was organized in 1899–1900. It is likely, because of the visit of Good Will in the 

                                                
9
 The Colporter, October 1895, 6.  
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late summer of 1895, that a small band began meeting, but early church records 
that would verify that are missing. 

 

Eastern Texas and Thurber 

After the state Southern Baptist Convention was held at Belton in October, 
the Stuckers took the chapel car to central and eastern Texas for the rest of the 
year, much of the time evangelizing railroad men and miners. That did not 
mean they neglected women and children.  

Along the Texas and Pacific line at Big Sandy, the car was filled every after-
noon with bright, responsive boys and girls, and the car was filled in the evening 
with their mothers and fathers.   

 

At the Texas and Pacific shops at Marshall, the car was the center of a circle 
of eight large shops, employing five to six hundred men. Reverend Stucker re-
ported, “During the seven months since the dedication of Good Will, it has trav-
eled five thousand miles and witnessed the preaching of over three hundred 
gospel sermons. It has not found a single railroad over which it may not freely 

journey on its mission of love.”10 

A reporter for the Marshall News Messenger, November 4, 1895, praised the 
presence of Good Will. “The car . . . has worked all through the Panhandle. The 
T&P makes no charges for handling the car—a service appreciated by the soci-
ety, as it enables them to do just that much more in the good work.” His praise 
turned to Nettie, as well as Edwin. “Mrs. Stucker accompanies her husband; 
plays the organ, sings, and in every way possible assists in the work, which is a 

                                                
10

 Boston W. Smith, The Story of Our Chapel Car Work, (Philadelphia: ABPS, nd), 31.  

Chapel Car Good Will sided many times at the Marshall Texas & Pacific Railway Shops. [Texas 
and Pacific Railroad Web site] 



This Train Is Bound for Glory: Good Will 

10 

grand and noble one, and the Messenger especially requests every railroad man 

in Marshall to meet Mr. Stucker, visit his car, and attend his meetings.” 11 

Marshall, in the piney woods of eastern Texas, was an area entirely different 
from Denison or Waco or the Panhandle, as the couple would discover. With its 
“deep South” tradition, it was more like the towns in neighboring Louisiana. The 
rich lands surrounding Marshall were abundant with cotton, producing fifteen 
thousand bales, and fruit and other crops.  

Since First Baptist Church of Marshall was without a pastor, Edwin Stucker 
provided services for the congregation. Unlike many of the towns E. G. and Net-
tie had visited and would visit, Marshall was a town of churches.  

Leaving Marshall and traveling on the T&P seventy–five miles west of Fort 
Worth, the Stuckers arrived 
in Thurber—a town within a 
town. As locomotives con-
sumed large amounts of 
coal, the development of 
mines was critical to Texas’ 
economic expansion. The 
most famous coal district in 
Texas around the turn of the 
century was at Thurber, 
owned by the Texas & Pacific 
Coal Company. 

The town began mining 
operations in 1886 with 
miners recruited from all 
over Great Britain and 
Europe. Following the inabil-
ity to meet a payroll and a 
resulting strike by miners, 
the owners sold out to the 
founders of the Texas and 
Pacific Coal Company, who 
chose to deal with the dissi-
dent Knights of Labor min-
ers with an iron hand.  

The company erected a six-foot, four-wire barbed fence in the winter of 
1888–89 to enclose the nine-hundred-acre compound and to keep out labor 
rousers. Within the enclosure they constructed a complete town. Eventually the 
strike ended and the miners and families moved into the new town. The Texas & 
Pacific Coal Company owned not only the mines where the men worked, but 
also the houses, schools, churches, recreational facilities, and saloons. The com-

                                                
11

  In an interview with Beverly Stucker Bennett in Ottawa, Kansas, on June 25, 2002, Mrs. 

Bennett, Nettie’s granddaughter, was shocked to discover that her grandmother played the organ 
and sang during chapel car services. She never knew that side of her grandmother, and only re-
membered that she was a sweet, quiet woman who loved to cook and care for her family. 

Miners at Thurber Mine No. 9 from every nationality re-
ceived Bibles from Good Will’s missionaries in many of 

the seventeen languages published by the American Bap-
tist Publication Society. [Thurber. Texas Collection, the 

University of Texas, Arlington Libraries] 
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pany furnished preachers for the churches, teachers for the schools, doctors for 
the sick, even in the company store—caskets. 

Edwin described Thurber as “a mining town of about two thousand people 
representing, so it is claimed, every nationality but the Chinese.” He reported to 
The Standard, “The place, from the “Union Church building to the saloon, is 
owned absolutely by the Texas and Pacific Coal Company. There is no local pas-
tor, though different preachers visit here from time to time, and all are wel-
comed in the company’s pretty little church edifice on the hill.”  

As in every mining camp, liquor was a catalyst for controversy. Not only the 
Baptists but even the Good Templar Society saw the consumption of alcohol as 
the town’s most serious infectious ailment. 

Edwin held three meetings daily in the car, and handed out dozens of Bibles 
and tracts in the languages of the miners, and, in an analogy he used frequently, 
reported that God richly blessed “the seed sown by both the preaching and the 
printed page.” Company officials invited the chapel car back several times, and 
it would have been the custom for some of them to have attended services hop-

ing perhaps to “have an intimidating effect, intended or not.” 12 

Following the railroad from San 
Antonio to Del Rio were many saloons, 
including Mr. Ware’s Hell’s Acre and 
the legendary Judge Roy Bean’s Sa-
loon. These taverns, mainly tents, still 
flourished during the time Good Will 
was in Del Rio. Soon it became appar-
ent to Stucker that railroad officials 
acknowledged that the saloons were 
detrimental not only to the welfare of 
the workers but also the safety of the 
railroads. One Southern Pacific official 
told Stucker that he welcomed the 
chapel car and could only wish that all 
his men were Christians. He said, that 
from a business point of view alone, a 
church was better than a bank in any 
western community. The ever–present 
saloons served as focal points for 
many a chapel car sermon frequently 
preached on sidings just a few yards 
from the raucous saloon rows. 

From a brief stop at the capitol in Austin, the Stuckers headed to Granite 
Mountain, one mile west of Marble Falls, where they stayed for about ten days. 
The Stuckers considered Granite Mountain a very pleasant stop in a lovely Hill 
Country setting including views of the huge pink stone quarry—at that time the 
largest in the United States. The stone was used in the building of the state capi-

                                                
12

 The Colporter, January 1896 (Philadelphia: The American Baptist Publication Society), 5; 

Rhinehart, 61. 

This Columbus, Texas, saloon was a popu-
lar place while Good Will was holding 

services in town. The railroad officials had 
come to realize that the many saloons 
were a detriment to the welfare of the 
railroads and the men who worked on 
them. [Norman T. Taylor Collection] 
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tol in Austin.
i

 

Many who filled the chapel car, beside railroad workers, were employees of 
The Texas Capitol Granite Company, except the prisoners who were used as la-
bor in the quarry would not have been present. The church closest to the loca-
tion of Good Will in Granite Mountain was St. Frederick’s Baptist Church, a black 
congregation, organized in 1893, with a building called the “Church in the Hol-
low.” The members of St. Frederick’s also would not have been present, al-
though Reverend and Mrs. Stucker would have welcomed them; they knew the 
whites in town would not welcome them. Because many drummers, including 
politicians and other notables, stayed at the Roper House near where the car 
was sided, they could have seen the crowds around the car and have been drawn 
by the lights and music. The First Baptist Church had grown from an open–air 
sanctuary in Johnson Park fitted with benches made from railroad ties to a 
wooden structure at Fifth and Main, but Stucker decided to hold the meetings in 
Good Will, hoping to attract more people. 

A letter in the Baptist Standard praised the work at Granite Mountain and 
said that Brother Stucker had done able and faithful preaching, and there was 
not a more important place in the state for such work than at Granite Mountain. 
Why the writer came to this conclusion is not clear, but it could have been be-
cause of the increasing flow of tourists or the presence of the many workers at 
the mine.  “No greater bless-
ing has come to Texas than 
the Chapel Car. Let our peo-
ple know that they can get 
the best books, best in mat-
ter, best in material and best 
in price at the American 
Baptist Publication Society, 
which society has so gener-
ously fitted up and sent this 
church on wheels to 

Texas.”
13

  

From Granite Mountain 
to Eagle Pass would have 
been a journey through dif-
ferent worlds for Nettie and 
Edwin—from the pastoral 
hill country with its winding 
streams and stands of pe-
can, oak, and cedar to the 
mesquite, prickly pear, and 
yucca covered landscape of 
the Rio Grande border.  

Eagle Pass, the first American settlement on the Rio Grande, at the turn of 
the century had an American population of around 1,200 and a Mexican popula-

                                                
13

 Baptist Standard, May 14, 1896, 8.  

Eagle Pass in 1897: The Stuckers spent a week 
parked in the yards of the Mexican International 

Railroad holding services for the men in the shops. 
Note the railroad bridge over Rio Grande River con-
necting Texas to Mexico. [Norman T. Taylor Collec-

tion] 
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tion of around 2,800. There was no Anglo or Mexican Baptist church when the 
Stuckers arrived, and they hoped to start a mission. The Methodists, Episcopali-
ans, and Presbyterians had buildings already, as well as the Catholic Church that 

served the majority of citizens.
14

 

The small trading town still had rough elements of its earlier days. Just a 
few years before the visit of the Stuckers, the local Methodist minister decided 
to hold a service in the Lone Star saloon, known for its elegant fixtures and bril-
liant electric lights. Although those present listened politely to the sermon and 
contributed liberally to a collection, it was reported that after a run on the bar, 
the “frequenters settled down at their usual places around the different tables, 
and soon three kings were running up against four tens to their sorrow, and five 

on one color were pronounced no good when ‘pitted’ against a full hand.”
15

 

Good Will, parked in the yards of the Mexican International Railroad, could 
be a hot house in April, and Edwin reported, “Little warm out here, thank you; 
110 degrees in the shade for ten hours one day.” Stucker said, “We are spending 
this week with the officials and employees of the Mexican International R. R. at 
the station called ‘C. P. Diaz’ opposite Eagle Pass. About 5000 men employed in 
shops here, half of them English speaking. Sorry we cannot preach in Spanish 
too. Expect to begin at Del Rio with our beloved Brother Haile not later than next 
Sunday.” Edwin and Nellie would have passed out Spanish translations of the 
New Testament and have written on the blackboard behind the podium John 
3:16: “Porque de tal manera Amó Dios al mundo, que ha dado a su Hijo unigé-

nito, para que todo aquel que en él cree no se pierda, mas tenga vida eterna.”
16

 

In November 1896, with Nettie expecting a baby, Reverend Stucker left the 
chapel car to become Texas district secretary.  

Freedom Fighter Diaz Poses Problems for Texas Baptists 

Blackballed from practicing medicine as a result of preaching Baptist doc-
trine, a Cuban physician came to the attention of the Southern Baptist board. 
The Committee on Cuban Missions described Diaz as an earnest, godly man 
whose zeal, enthusiasm, and unfaltering faith, even through bitter persecution, 
were mighty factors in carrying on the work. During his time of persecution, he 
was even rejected by his own mother, whose opposition finally melted away 
when she saw the impact of her son’s ministry. She came to Diaz and asked, 
“Alberto, are you not willing for me to join your church?” Diaz baptized her and 
in his joy, he forgot the words he was supposed to say and simply said, “Here, 

Lord Jesus, this is my mother.”!17  

                                                
14

 Baptist Standard, Apr. 26, 1900, 4.  

15
 Captain William Alexander Fitch Scrapbook, circa 1890s, Eagle Pass Public Library. 

16
 Baptist Standard, May 14, 1896, 8. 

17
 Mary Emily Wright, The Missionary Work of the Southern Baptist Convention (Philadelphia: 

American Baptist Publication Society), 364-368, First Baptist Church of Belton, Texas. 
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Boston Smith had met Diaz at the American Baptist Publication Society na-
tional gathering in Milwaukee in May 1895, when the Glad Tidings was on dis-
play. “How would you like to take charge of Chapel Car Good Will and go to Mex-
ico to preach the gospel in that republic?” Boston proposed to Diaz. “You should 

have seen the sparkle in his black eyes when I asked the question,” Boston said.!  

So it happened that in November 1895, Dr. A. J. 
Diaz was the missionary on board. It was hoped that 
he would be able to carry the chapel car work into 
Mexico, but after a few weeks of service among the 
Spanish-speaking people of Texas, the call for aid to 
Cuba came, which Diaz could not resist, and he re-
signed his chapel car assignment and joined the army 
that was on its way to Cuba. 

Uncle Boston visited Diaz on the chapel car in San 
Antonio in 1896, before Diaz left for Cuba, and was 
surprised by what he found. 

 

Sidetracked in the most densely populated section 
of that quaint city, among the Spanish-speaking peo-
ple, I found Good Will. As I entered the beautiful study, 
I found the bookcase, instead of containing a well-
selected library, filled with surgical instruments of all 
kinds. Opposite the bookcase was an operating table. 
“Why, Doctor, what does this mean?” I asked. He told 
me in his broken but intensely interesting way, how 
from nine to eleven o’clock each morning he treated, 
free of charge, all the sick and afflicted who came to 
the car. This, he said, gave him entrance into the 
homes and hearts of the people. After lunch each day, he visited from house to 
house, reading the word of God, distributing Spanish tracts and praying with 

the people.
18
!  

   

Diaz posed a number of problems for the chapel car work. Nobody seemed 
to know or claim what organization Diaz really represented—the American Bap-
tist Publication Society or the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board. It was re-
ported a week later, Brother Early, Texas Baptist Missionary Secretary, claimed 
that Diaz had a full commission from the Home Mission Board, but W. Luther of 
the American Baptist Publication Society countered that Diaz was in the employ 
of the Society and they paid his salary. 

Smith and the Publication Society hoped that Diaz would carry Good Will 
into Mexico as was originally planned, but the disturbing events that had oc-
curred in Cuba regarding his relationship to the Southern Baptist Convention, 
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and his concern for the war for independence, led him to return to his native 
land. The confusion over which he worked for and his tenuous relationship with 
the Home Board was also a factor. He left the chapel car sometime in late No-
vember 1896, after just a few weeks on the chapel car.  

Upon returning to Cuba, Diaz would create an international incident by his 
revolutionary actions and end up in prison, suspected of misuse of fund in-
tended for the Cuban Baptist church supported by Texas Baptists, and in disfa-
vor of both Texas Baptists and the American Baptist Publication Society. 

 
In the interim before new missionaries were assigned to Good Will, the 

Stuckers returned to San Antonio to work on the chapel car in February just to 
conduct a series of meetings near area railroad depots. The first meeting of the 
series was held near the international depot, and then at Smithville, where the 

night services overflowed into the opera house.!  

 

Uncle Boston plays Cupid with the Townsends 

 While in Dallas, Good Will played Cupid in cahoots 
with genial Uncle Boston Smith. The chapel car became 
the honeymoon location for the Reverend E. G. Town-
send and Hollie Harper Townsend, who met at the First 
Baptist Church of Dallas in 1896. He was pastor of a 
small church, and she was engaged in city Bible work 
among women and children. The young people were both 
excited about chapel car work as a result of hearing an 
address by Uncle Boston at the First Baptist Church of 
Dallas, where the eminent Reverend George Truett was 
pastor. Uncle Boston, never bashful, encouraged them to 
wed and come to work on the chapel car.  

As newlyweds the Townsends climbed aboard Good Will 
in 1897 when Stucker returned to his work as district 
missionary. Townsend would say of Boston’s urgings, 
“The result was, after much consultation and prayer, I 
undertook the following March, what few men are will-

ing to do, the management of two brides at once!”!  

Townsend reported to the seventy-fourth session of 
the publication society about the work in Tenaha, a 
shipping point on the Houston, East and West Texas 
Railroad that had been founded only two years before 
Good Will’s arrival. By 1897 the town had grown to 680 
and had become a center for area farmers and lumber-

men, and Townsend described the town.!   

 

The work in Texas, as elsewhere, is along these lines: among railroad men 
and their families, at division points and in large shops; with weak, half-
organized churches; and in railroad towns where there are no churches. In 

Reverend E. G. 
Townsend’s passion 

for preaching the 
gospel resulted in 
great meetings in 
the rail towns in 

Texas. [Norman T. 
Taylor Collection] 
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many portions of west, south, and eastern Texas there are weak, struggling 
churches. To these churches, poor, untrained, and often pastorless for a year, 
the visit of the chapel car is the event of a lifetime.  

Such a place was Tenaha, sixteen miles from the eastern border of Texas, 
in the heart of the piney wood. We stopped for only a day or so, waiting for 
mail, before going west to a cooler clime. We began to preach four times a day. 
The people began to come for miles and miles around. They came to see that 
church on wheels – that wonder car, and a woman [Mrs. Hollie Townsend] who 
was “a heap better talker than the man. 

Twice we were forced to move, seeking a larger building. On the third Sat-
urday I say there were a thousand people present.  We worked two weeks 
longer, baptizing in all forty-six and receiving into the church sixty-five, and 

some twenty joined neighboring country churches.!  
 

 

Hollie knew the traditional stand against women 
“speaking” in the church was based on I Corinthians 
14:34-35. “The women should keep silence in the 
churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but 
should be subordinate, as even the law says. If there is 
anything they desire to know, let them ask their hus-
bands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak 
in church.” 

Not only was it unlawful for women to speak in 
church, but also they were denied the right to be dele-
gates to denominational meetings. In the 1892 minutes 
of the Waco Baptist Association, the committee chaired 
by Rufus C. Burleson stated as their objection, along 
with the admonition from Corinthians, “that there is 
nothing in our Constitution directly prohibiting female 
delegates. But as the fathers and founders of Waco As-
sociation thirty–two years ago, had never heard of fe-
male lawyers, female preachers, female policemen, and 
female delegates, it is fair to conclude they never in-
tended to receive female delegates into this associa-

tion.”
19

 

Therefore, Hollie’s husband’s pride in her speaking abilities were not shared 
by the leaders of the Baptist General Convention, even though by 1897 the con-
vention reversed its stand and permitted women delegates. Her eloquent talks 
could have hampered the witness of the chapel car ministry in Texas. Mina S. 
Everett, a leader in Texas Baptist Women’s Work and a great missionary soul and 
dear friend of Hollie Harper Townsend, left Texas as a result of criticism over 
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her speaking to mixed groups and became a missionary for the American Bap-
tist Publication Society in Colorado. Other wives on the American Baptist Publi-
cation Society chapel cars frequently “spoke” to mixed audiences—not just 
women and children—and two of the chapel car women were ordained. The 
Townsends had just read in the report of the Publication Society meeting in 
Pittsburg that Mrs. E. G. Wheeler, after her husband’s tragic death, traveled for 
the Society, doing missionary work, and that work involved speaking to mixed 
groups. 

The men of the General Convention were not the only ones to discriminate 
against women in the ministry. The management of the railroads generally 
found women not as worthy as the men in the granting of clergy pass. Clergy 
passes, either full or half–time permits, were granted annually to ministers, mis-
sionaries, evangelists, Sisters of Charity and other persons engaged exclusively 
in work of a religious or charitable nature. Most of the railroads, even though 
they had been generous in the movement of the chapel cars, would not grant 
full clergy passes to the wives of the chapel car ministers, and that even in-
cluded chapel car women who were ordained. Some passenger associations 
would grant a half–time pass good on all its lines to anyone who qualified under 
their definition. Others would only grant passes to those residing within the 
states traversed by their railroad. 

Baird, another T&P town, was the first stop for the Townsends after the ex-
citement of the San Antonio convention. In July, 1895, a cyclone hit the little 
town and destroyed the Baptist church and parsonage, killing the pastor’s son, 
“a young man of great promise.” All of the other churches in town, along with 
many residences, were also destroyed. By November 1897, when the train 
steamed into the Baird station trailing Good Will, churches in town were still re-
building, and the church–on–wheels was a welcome sight. 

Hollie had been revived by her visits with her Bible Women and Cottage 
Home friends at the convention, and she may have shared with them her happy 
news at the impending birth of their child. Although excited about the baby, she 
was even more determined in her evangelistic efforts with the children in Baird. 
The Abilene Reporter did not mention her specifically in the story on the Baird 
meetings, only stressing the abilities of her husband, “He made strong impres-
sions and is an excellent preacher.”  

The end of 1897 brought them to Sweetwater where town fathers, after the 
T&P capriciously avoided the original town site in 1882, decided to move the 
town to meet the rails. After two weeks of services, the Townsends headed west 
to Pecos, another T&P ranching community. Small settlements scattered up and 
down the [Pecos] river had few churches, and as The Standard reported, “some 
of the stockmen are Christians and Baptists. Many of them are unsaved.”  

Hollie would have been delighted at Pastor S. B. Calloway’s fruit trees, 
grapes, and figs flourishing in the dry land of West Texas because of the rare 
presence of an artesian well. It was the lack of water that kept the railroads 
from establishing points, therefore not offering free land, so West Texas was 
thinly populated. E. G. found that the First Baptist Church of Pecos, organized in 
1885 by just eight people, began within one year to build a 30-foot by 50-foot by 
14-foot high house of worship. The small flock, even with a loan of $400.00, had 
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difficulty in fulfilling their commitment, and Good Will was in town to provide 
support for their fund raising. When they finally completed the building, they 
invited the other denominations in town to share the facilities. 

Good Will’s visit to the railroad shops at Big Springs in January, 1898, 
proved not to be a good month for work, according to E. G., but he felt good 
about their meetings at Cleburne, where they preached in the chapel car during 
the day at the huge shops of the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe and at Second Bap-
tist Church at night. The presence of the shops had more than doubled the 
town’s population. 

Hundreds attended the brush arbor meeting at Timpson down the HE&WT 
line, and such numbers were not unusual in those days. The brush arbors, usu-
ally built out of poles covered on the tops and sometimes on the sides with pine 
branches, were filled with rough lumber benches. The tangy smell of resin, the 
sweet scent of sawdust, the glow of the coal oil lanterns and the sound of the 
old hymns and preaching would imprint memories for a lifetime. Around the 
brush arbor there would be wagons and stamping horses and chattering families 
gathered to visit and feast on fried chicken and biscuits before the services. 

 Herb Walker, in his book on 
camp meetings, recalled his expe-
riences. He could remember the 
smells brought in by the gentle 
breeze that wafted through the 
open sides of the brush arbor on 
a summer night: the smell of 
newly mown hay in Stanley’s 
meadow; the odor of horses teth-
ered about the perimeter of the 
camp ground, and the fumes 
emitted by the smoky lanterns. 
He also recalled the more imme-
diate scent of a bag of vile asafet-
ida that a mother had hung 
around her baby’s neck, thinking 
it would ward off disease germs.  

Walker remembered that it 
was considered disrespectful to 
pray at the meetings standing up, 
so those called on to lead would always kneel on the ground. Women were not 

allowed to pray, but they were allowed to shout, and that they did.
20

 

Children were a delight to the Townsends, especially Hollie Townsend. “I 
wish you could look in sometimes on the car filled with a squirming mass of 
young humanity, . . .their heroic attempts to sing the new songs; their blank 
dismay when called upon for Scripture verses; and their pathetic apology, “We 
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ain’t never been to no sunday school to learn one,” or “we ain’t go no Bible at 
our house;” their delight when we give them the story papers and Scripture 
bright, amusing stories. When we get the children, it is not a hard task to get 

their parents.”
21

 

 Side-tracked in the middle of the plaza at one town, Townsend said, “Every 
afternoon I would hold services for men only, and except the little band of 
workers, I had a different crowd every day, men from the farms and ranches, 

fifty and one hundred miles away, who would be gone tomorrow.”!   

At Abilene in October 1897, Townsend set up a tent seating two thousand 
by the chapel car. All denominations in town participated in the meetings, spon-
sored by the First Baptist Church. It was Townsend’s hope that God would lead 
and this would be the greatest meeting ever held in western Texas.  

In reporting back to Smith, Townsend wrote about the meeting and testified 
about his wife’s stellar Christian qualities, “About 80 conversions to date. Many 
backsliders reclaimed and the town is being stirred religiously from center to 
circumference. My faith is that 200 souls will be saved. Sister Townsend holds 
women’s meetings at 3:30 and a children’s meeting at 5 p.m., both largely at-
tended. She is modest, wise, consecrated and is a great soul winner and orga-

nizer, and is a power for good.”!22   

Mrs. Townsend Dies After Childbirth 

In his report to Boston Smith, Townsend did not mention the fact that his 
wife was pregnant and not in good health. Little over a year after their marriage 
and their coming to Good Will, Hollie died after giving birth to a baby boy, one 
of only three babies born in chapel car service. Tragically, the memory of Hollie 
Harper Townsend’s goodness would long outlast her short, devoted life. 

J. M. Carroll, State Baptist Leader, praised Hollie. “God called her to greater 
tasks on high. I never think of her untimely death without a feeling of inexpress-
ive loss—a loss that all of our people sustained when she went Home.”  

One of the last things that Hollie did was to write a tract for the publication 
society describing their life on the chapel car. She writes of her kitchen on the 
car.  

 

On one side of this hall is a little room, a doll house you would think, but it 
is my kitchen! Just standing room, fitted up with refrigerator, cupboard, sink 
for washing dishes, and a good range: the missionaries cook and eat same as 
other folks. We have a large pantry across the hall, and next to it another closet 
for clothes . . . . 

My porches are rather small, but a yard as big as—Texas! In this yard is al-
ways to be found the choicest flowers, for the children bring them to me every 
day, until I often have every vase full and in desperation bring in the dish pan 
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to hold the love offerings . . .When we pull in at a little country station, we at-
tract more attention than a circus. All the boys and girls and big folks too, 
come crowding around the car to see what it means, such a fine car—it cost 

seventy-five hundred dollars—and it does shine!
23

 

 

Life Without Hollie 

In December, after his wife’s death, with a heavy heart, Townsend visited 
Del Rio, where Stucker had started a church, and then he went west to 
Comstock and established a new congregation. Maybe keeping his mind on the 
work his wife loved so much would abate his grief. Pastor Marrs came over from 
the Del Rio Baptist Church to help organize the church at Comstock, located in 
that desolate area of the Devil’s River. The Galveston, Harrisburg and San Anto-
nio Railroad Company built westward through the Val Verde County in the late 
1880s, and along this railroad in thirty-mile intervals town sites were laid out, 
including the town of Comstock. The thirty-mile distance between towns was 
convenient in that it represented one day’s travel by horse and buggy. Town-
send described his experience 
at Comstock. 

 

We are now on the bor-
der not only of Texas but 
also of the United States. 
Across the Rio Grande River 
in Mexico, the Santa Rosa 
Mountains lift their heads 
far above the clouds. This is 
the frontier of two republics. 

Leaving Del Rio Christ-
mas week, we climbed up-
ward till we reached the ta-
ble-land that is the great cat-
tle land of Texas. We found a 
resting place at a little sta-
tion, Comstock. There are 
not a dozen houses in sight 
yet from the ranches for 
twelve and twenty miles the 
people came and filled the 
car.  

A gray-haired woman, 
the mother of twelve chil-
dren, who had lived all of her 
life on a ranch, at once became very much interested in the meetings. She said: 
“I have never heard anything about the gospel, because I have never had any 
chance to go to preaching. But this you preach about is just what I have been 
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longing for these many years.”  
There is a Baptist church here now with fifteen members. The clerk of it 

was sixteen years old before he ever heard a sermon. His mother, now an ear-
nest Christian woman, spent eighteen years on a ranch without ever attending a 
religious service. The reign of his Satanic Majesty has been so universal here in 

the past that they named one of their principal rivers after him, Devil’s River.
24

    

 

 

n the spring 1997, Dollie M. Carter, longtime member of the Comstock 
Baptist church organized by E. G. Townsend, welcomed us into her cozy 
living room, lined with pictures of smiling children and grandchildren. On 

one wall she pointed out an oval-framed, sepia-toned photograph of her hus-
band, now deceased.  Like many who lived in Comstock in the first forty years of 
the twentieth century, Mr. Carter worked for the Southern Pacific Railroad at the 
famous Pecos High Bridge. 

 Mrs. Carter could think of no better way to help us understand the story of 
life in the Comstock area than to give us a book written by Jack Skiles, former 
school superintendent, rancher, and manager of the Judge Roy Bean Visitor Cen-
ter. From Skiles’ book, we learned many interesting facts about this land of the 
Pecos, including the story of the High Bridge. 

Because the previous rail route to cross the Pecos River was dangerous and 
difficult to maintain, construction started on the high bridge by the Southern Pa-
cific Railroad in March 1891, leaving the original roadbed about three miles east 
of Comstock, proceeding northwest to the Pecos and rejoining the old roadbed at 
Shumla on the west side of the river. The bridge was 321 feet high and 2,180 
feet long.  At one time considered to be the eighth wonder of the world, the high 
bridge was open to railroad traffic in March 1892.  

Many passengers were afraid to ride across such a tall, spindly structure. At 
least one time, passengers had to walk across the bridge because the wind was 
blowing so hard up the canyon that the trainmen feared the light wooden 
coaches might blow off the bridge. In 1910, the bridge was reinforced and short-
ened 665 feet, with rock fill placed at both ends. Valuable to the U. S. transporta-
tion system, it was guarded by the military for many years, including during the 
Mexican Revolution, and two world wars, and finally was replaced by a stronger 

concrete-and-steel structure in 1944.!  

As a pumper, Dolly’s husband had to descend 196 wooden stairs down into 
the canyon to reach the pump house, which provided water for the employees 
and the railroad. It was a physically demanding job, hard on Mr. Carter’s health.  
Mrs. Carter raised the family pictured on her wall in some interesting homes 
during her life as a pumper’s wife, including in cramped employee quarters of 
just two rooms near the bridge.  

Before the Carters came, when Good Will was at Comstock, some wives in 
the community would remember having to find caves in the bluffs for shelter or 
willow limbs and river canes to construct crude homes. Tents were expensive, 
and few had much money for things other than livestock. The most abundant 
construction material were railroad cross ties, which were used to build houses 

and barns, for fence posts, and to keep wood stoves burning.!   

Life was hard, food was scarce—bread, potatoes, rice, coffee, chili, flour, 
beans, lard, sugar, some pork and lots of goat meat were the staples, plus 
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canned corn or tomatoes once in a while. 
Dollie remembers hard times and good times. She is grateful for family and 

friends, to a husband whose railroad job provided her with some security, and 
for her church, a church started by young, grieving widower E. G. Townsend, the 
father of a motherless babe. Freight trains still roll down the main line no more 
than a hundred yards from Dollie’s living-room window, the same line that 
brought chapel car Good Will to Comstock almost a hundred years ago. 

 

After visiting the border towns of Comstock and Del Rio, on the Galveston, 
Harrisburg and San Antonio Railway, Townsend stopped at the railroad shops of 
Somerville and at Hearne. 

 

Each night the car was crowded. The car stood right at the round-house, 
and there would be as many men on the outside as on the inside. When the 
windows are all up, they can hear equally as well outside. One night, outside, 
there stood an engineer, cursing and abusing Christian people. He was re-
proved by one of the Christian yard men. The man attracted a good deal of at-
tention by his violence. Two nights after this, he was shot and killed. It made a 
very profound impression on everyone. It is just this class of men that our 
work is among. Many time we are able to lead them to Christ. 

This is a typical chapel car town. Not more than twelve months old. More 
than a hundred houses have gone up in the last four months. There is not an 
organization of a church house in the place. There are plenty of saloons, and 
far into the night I can hear the shouts of their drunken carousals. Interest is 
growing every night. Last night and night before there were a number that 
promised to trust the Savior. It is my hope to organize a church here soon and 
build a house. I have the promise of a lot. May all the dear friends of the chapel 

car work pray for this place.!
25

   

  

In December 1898, Townsend and Moffett visited Yoa-
kum, a ten–year–old railroad town with a population over 
5,000. The first train carrying passengers into Yoakum in 
the summer of 1887 found just a tiny settlement, but two 
years later, after the headquarters of the San Antonio & 
Aransas Pass Railroad established large shops there, the 
town boomed with 800 men employed by the shops.  

Hollie had suggested to her husband that after her 
death, he marry her best college friend Elli Moore. This 

Townsend did in September 1899.! Elli came from a promi-
nent family; her grandfather led the Texas forces at the Bat-
tle of Gonzales during the War for Independence. Later both Townsend and Elli 
Moore Townsend would become leaders of Mary Hardin-Baylor University. 

Langtry was the first stop with Elli Moore Townsend on the car. It would 
have been quite an experience for the prim and proper Elli to view Bean’s saloon 
and hear of how the Judge so admired the actress Lily Langtry that he named 
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Elli Moore, a leader at 
Baylor Female Col-
lege and in Texas 

Women’s work, be-
came Townsend’s 

wife after the death 
of Hollie. 

[Norman T. Taylor 
Collection} 

his saloon and so–called Opera House after her, although it is more likely that 
the town was named for a Santa Fe Railroad construction foreman. No refer-
ences have been found that indicate the Judge came to any of Good Will’s serv-
ices, although it was said that he had mellowed some in his later years. Even 
Bean would have had doubts about what would happen 
to his business if the churches and their anti–saloon 
attitude would come to town.  

Probably because of the desire to be with his little 
son, and because of Elli’s desire to devote her time to 
the Cottage work, Townsend left chapel car work in 
early 1900 to pastor the East Waco Baptist Church. He 
and Elli Moore Townsend would become leaders of The 
University of Mary Hardin–Baylor at Belton. The 
Townsend Library on the Mary Hardin–Baylor campus is a memorial to E. G. and 
Elli Moore. 

 

 Seasoned, Senior G. B. Rogers Becomes Good Will  Missionary 

The Reverend G. B. Rogers, a well-known Texas pastor in his more senior 
years, replaced Townsend on Good Will. He did not possess the quiet charisma 
of an Edwin Stanton Stucker, who found the symbolism of bad and good seeds, 
or the dignified zeal of an E. G. Townsend, who used metaphors of pipe organs 
and men. Nor did he have the idealism of the younger men. His health was not 
good. His girth would have been a hindrance, especially in the cramped quarters 
of the chapel car where he would have had to turn sideways to walk the corridor 

between the chapel and 
the living quarters. The 
chapel car berth bed 
could not have provided 
much rest. 

He was an old–
fashioned preacher of the 
frontier style, not schol-
arly or restrained, with 
more of a hell–fire and 
damnation “Billy Sunday” 
approach. This delivery 
was what appealed to 
many in the small towns 
of East Texas His first 
tour took him to Ft. 

Everyone in the railroad shops where the chapel cars were repaired or stopped for services 
turned out, from town boys to management and workers. Railroaders would crowd in Chapel 
Car Good Will that would never enter a church. [ABHS, MUA] 
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Worth and Houston among railroad men, and then to Cleveland, forty-three 
miles from Houston, a small town of only about three hundred inhabitants and 
no church. The meetings were a success with over thirty-six confessions, and a 
church was organized with building plans underway. The next stop was 
Livingston, down the line, where results were not quite so encouraging, but 
Rogers reported that Thomas Moffat of St. Louis had come to assist and sing for 

him.!  

Rogers had to learn the rules of operating a chapel car, and in April 1900, he 
received a strong warning from publications secretary Robert G. Seymour about 
not allowing unauthorized persons to ride on the chapel car in transient. “If the 
Railroad will carry the car you can do as you please of course about using it for 
prayer meeting purposes, etc. on the way but it is manifestly unjust to the rail-
roads to carry passengers unless they have a regular railroad ticket for which 
they have paid full price. We have to be exceeding cautious about such matters. 
The railroads are very kind to us in carrying the cars and it would be wrong for 
us to presume upon their kindness by accommodating those who would other-
wise have to pay regular fares.”   

There were more rules to abide by, and in May Dr. Seymour again cautioned 
Rogers to not take the car to conventions and for exhibit unless given express 
permission.  “The railroad companies make a fuss if we go simply to exhibit; so 
we have to be very cautious when applications come to you to take the car to 
associations and things like that, that we do not seem to be exhibitors.”  

The Great Storm of Galveston 

 

In September 8 and 9, 
1900, Galveston, Texas, was 
struck with what was to be 
known as the “Great Storm 
of Galveston.”  

At first, no one took the 
storm seriously—not the 
Washington Weather Bureau 
who refused to predict that 
the storm was headed for 
Galveston, nor the newspa-
pers who did not report it, 
nor the families who played 
among the waves, and not 
the hundreds who came and 
watched the “grand” and 
“beautiful” raging waters. 

 Galveston weatherman 
Isaac Cline had doubted the 
accuracy of the Washington 
forecast. As he anxiously watched the waves and the skies, he began warning 
the people along the beach and telling them to go home. As the waves crashed 

The Great Storm of Galveston September 8 – 9, 1900, 
left thousands dead, although Chapel Car Good Will, 

stored in the Santa Fe shops, was not destroyed. 
[Courtesy of Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Texas] 
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and the winds whipped across the island, driving the waters down streets and 
into homes and businesses, most of the citizens were trapped. They had waited 
too late to flee to safer ground.  

 

This proves what many have contended from the first, that the casualties 
from the beginning have been understated. Under the debris of wrecked houses 
all over the city there is every reason to believe there are hundreds of bodies, 
and these must be disposed of as early as possible. In the rafts of the bay there 
are yet many bodies that must be looked after.  

It will never be possible to get the names of all who are lost, but every day 
makes the list more definite. It will never be possible to get an accurate esti-
mate of victims. The estimate of 3000 is the most conservative, but those who 
place the estimate at an earlier 5000 are not considered unreasonable by many 
people. It is safe to say that more that 3000 bodies have been seen so far and 
the gulf and bay and the debris of the city will unquestionably bring many 
more to view.  

If Mr. Lewis of Dallas has not overestimated the number he observed in 
Buffalo Bayou, that stream may largely swell the total. How many have been 
buried beneath the shifting sand of the beach will probably remain a secret for-

ever.
26
!  

 

Good Will was in the shops at Galveston at the time of the storm, but two 
years earlier, Townsend and his wife had worked with the Third Baptist Church 
in Galveston and had gotten to know Pastor Elder G. W. Lane and his family well. 

Pastor Lane, with his family, was swept away in the flood!that claimed six thou-
sand to eight thousand lives and was the worst natural disaster in United States 
history.  

J. W. Maxwell, general superintendent of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas 
Railway saw no fewer than three hundred bodies floating in the water, and many 
more were being buried on the mainland shore.  

According to a Baptist state convention report, the meeting houses of the 
First and Second Churches in Galveston were destroyed and also the church at 
Alta Loma. The Third Church was practically destroyed, although it still stand-
ing. A number of other meeting houses on the coast, near inland, were de-
stroyed or greatly damaged. “Many of the brethren or sisters were swept into 
eternity, and many others have left that part of the country. Those remaining 
are left in destitute circumstances.” 

Good Will suffered damage from the storm, although there are differing ac-
counts as to how much and what kind of damage. At the time of the storm, 
Brother Vallie C. Hart was assisting Rogers on the chapel car, and in a letter to 
The Colporter, he explained how his home was wrecked but the chapel car was 
providentially protected. 
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I have found the painter who has the contract for painting the car. He lost 
four cottages and all he had, but saved every member of his family. He is suf-
fering from wounds in his right foot, which are not serious. He will be ready to 
resume work on the car in a few days. He has already done a good deal of work 
in the way of burning off the old paint, taking out the windows in the chapel 
preparatory to cleaning and painting, and was making good headway when the 
storm came on Saturday, September 8. I think we are exceedingly fortunate in 
having this man’s life spared to us, because he is fully competent to do the 
work that the car needs, and he will do it well, judging from what the officials 
of the Galveston Railroad have to say about him, and the character of work he 
turns out for their roads.  

I have visited the car sheds of the Santa Fe shops, where the car is, and the 
management has placed the car in the best possible position. The fearful storm 
demonstrated this. To the east of the chapel car on the track is placed a great 
engine, which protected the car from the drift in that direction, and the drift 
from the bay side was caught and held by large posts supporting the shed, and 
while the debris is piled up all around and inside the shed, not one plank was 
hurled against the car. While one portion of the sheds was torn away and 
wrecked, that portion over the Chapel Car Good Will was not harmed. 

Upon my arrival at the sheds I found an old German citizen looking after 
the interests of the Santa Fe property, and inquired of him about the safety of 
his family. He told me, between his sobs of grief, how he had struggled all night 
with wind and waves trying to save his family, and that he had saved them, but 
lost his home and its contents. When I went inside of the car and played on the 

organ and sang 
songs of praise to 
the Lord for our 
deliverance, he 
came to the window 
and listened.  

I found that the 
books under the 
platform had not 
been injured, and I 
gave this old gen-
tleman a German 
Bible as a present 
from Chapel car 
Good Will. He was 
so grateful for it! He 
said this Bible was 
the first and only 
thing he had to be-
gin life over with 
except the clothes 
on the backs of his 
loved ones, and he 

and all his family would appreciate the gift. 
The blankets, pillows, and mattresses, and chapel car silver were all taken 

to my home for safekeeping when the car was turned over to the contractor. 
Brother Rogers, as well as the contractor, advised this, and all was wrecked 
with my home. Since the storm I have found the blankets, pillows, and mat-
tresses, but they are so damaged by wind and water that I do not think it advis-
able to try and use them in the car. Later on, when the debris is cleared, I hope 

This photo is presumed to be Chapel Car Good Will in 
a washout after the Great Storm of Galveston. [ABHS, 

MUA] 
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to get the silverware.
27

  

  

Even though Vallie Hart had testified on first glance that an engine and 
posts of the Santa Fe Railroad shed protected Good Will, there was considerable 
damage and structural problems resulting from the gale’s force. Before the 
storm, workers had already removed the car windows for repair and painting, 
exposing all the golden oak wood to the fury of the drenching rains, although 
the windows near the speaker’s platform must not have been broken as the pul-
pit Bible was not water–soaked and the organ could still be played. The chapel 
car would require two months more work before the shops could finish and re-
lease the car. Some of this delay would have been because of an overflow of re-
pair work on other damaged Santa Fe cars.  

Because of the need of funds to repair the chapel car and a disagreement 
between Hart and Rogers, Uncle Boston came to Texas in November 1900 to 
speak at several churches about the work of the chapel cars. Stops included 
Dublin, Denison, Dallas, Brownwood, Belton, Lancaster, Denton, Giansville, 
Greenville, Whitewright, Plano, and Waco. With donations from Texas churches, 
the car’s repair bill was paid and contents replaced, peace restored more or less 

between Rogers and Hart, and Good Will continued its mission.!  

Good Will spent two months in storm–swept South Texas, providing facilities 
where churches had been destroyed and spiritual encouragement to places like 
Houston, Alva, Richmond, Sealy, Alta Loma [now called Santa Fe], Hitchcock, 

                                                
27 The Colporter, November 1900, 6. 

This picture of Chapel Car Goodwill after the Great Storm, minus the stripped awning from 
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Hillsboro, and Brenham.  

After the beginning of the new year, publications secretary Seymour in 
Philadelphia received the news that Rogers was not in good health. The chapel 
car was also having physical problems and needed more repairs, and the funds 
for repair were in scarce supply. At the Texas Baptist General Convention in No-
vember 1902, funds were granted to help with the repair expenses of the car.  

At the same convention, the Sunbeam Band of the Columbus Street Church 
in Waco performed for the delegates, and a member of that group was the son 
of Good Will missionaries E. G. and Hollie Harper Townsend. A convention 
spokesman said, “As a fitting close to this sweet service, Harper Townsend, the 
precious little Sunbeam left by his sainted mother, Hollie Harper Townsend, was 

presented to the body.”!    

Good Will reached urban areas like Ft. Worth and Dallas, burgs like 
Alamogorda, and growing eastern Texas towns, like Carthage. The Texas, Sabine 

Valley and Northwestern Railway was extended to Carthage in 1888.! Now four-
teen years later in February 1902 crowds overflowed the chapel car and met in 
the Opera House where a church was organized. Hart was no longer with Good 
Will, due to personal problems with Rogers, and singer Hugh L. Heitt now as-
sisted with the work. 

Former Good Will missionary Diaz’s name frequently popped up in Texas 
Baptist news. Once revered for his devotion and zeal in bringing the gospel to 
his own people in Cuba and his bravery in returning to Cuba to fight for his 
country’s independence, Diaz had come into disfavor. He had been arrested in 
Cuba several times because of his overzealous actions and had been disenfran-
chised by the Southern Baptist Convention and rejected by the American Baptist 
Publication Society. His pleas to be heard and accepted again were unrelenting.  

Ill Rogers Turns Good Will Over to Fretzes and Leaves Texas 

Because of ill health and the wearing pace of chapel car life, the aging 
Rogers resigned in the fall of 1905. On the chapel car to begin its journey from 
Texas to Missouri to Colorado in 1906 were the Reverend and Mrs. T. S. Fretz. 
“Our car was in Pattonsburg, Missouri, for a time when we first started out. The 
church was badly divided, and while we had our twenty professed conversions, 
very few were willing to come into the church. We began a thorough organiza-
tion of the Sunday school and among other things organized a Baraca Class for 
young men. In three months’ time this class had grown from six to thirty-five. 
The Sunday school had more than doubled its membership and was the strong-
hold of the church.”  

One of their first long stops in Colorado was at Ordway, where the Fretzes 
spent six months with the car. “We were there in the busy spring season and 
contended with storms and poor location for the car, but left behind a church of 
twenty members, with three good lots for building, and twelve hundred dollars 
in good subscriptions for the house of worship. Upon hearing that some young 
men in the community were trying to get support to construct a building on the 
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pretense it would be used for a reading room and gymnasium, but in actuality 
to be used for gambling, the church decided to build a room in their new church 

for a gymnasium, reading room, and other community events.28!  

The Fretzs visited a number of towns where churches had been organized 
but there were no houses to worship in. “These good people whose loyalty had 
been thoroughly tested in their efforts against hindering obstacles, are almost 
overjoyed to see a thoroughly equipped Baptist church come rolling in, with 
evangelist aboard, and this all their own.”  

 

We have to do with people from everywhere. In almost every western com-
munity you will find persons from almost every eastern state, as well as a 
liberal constituency of foreigners. Yet each community will have a local color-
ing of its own. In one community we found a colony from Kentucky; in another 
a colony from North Carolina; in another a great many Missourians, and wher-
ever we find a sugar factory we find quite a number of Germans and Russians. 
We had a German woman in our audience last night who sang German words to 
our English tunes. I did not learn whether the book from which she sang was a 
copy of our book in German or not, but she sang our tunes and probably used 
the German words. 

This cosmopolitan element among our people sometimes becomes our 
greatest trial when we get together the strict anti-alien immersionists of the 
south with the free open communists of Canada, and every shade and complex-
ion of denominational belief between these extremes, there is frequently some 
trouble to get the forces amalgamated, but when once they are interested, the 

possibilities of good work are encouraging.!  

Barkman Creates Problems with Lodges 

 The Fretzs did not stay on 
the car long, and in the summer 
1911, the Reverend and Mrs. L. T. 
Barkman were at New Plymouth, 
Idaho. The car could not hold all 
the people, so a tent was erected, 
which was also packed. From New 
Plymouth, the car moved to Boise. 
Then in October, they stopped at 
Elko, Nevada. In Barkman’s jour-
nal on Good Will in 1912, he 
wrote, “The next morning we 
started for Elko, Nevada, crossing 
the Great Salt Lake, then entering 
the Nevada desert, where we saw 
nothing but sagebrush for 228 
miles, with the exception of a few 
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Reverend Barkman, in spite of his wife’s at-
tempts to temper his criticisms of the lodges 

in towns, continued to create enemies and 
problems. [ABHS, MUA] 
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little railroad towns, and not a church in all that distance.”! 

As Good Will progressed across Idaho, Nevada, and then into Utah, Barkman 
began to have problems. Some people did not like his attitude and approach. On 
November 28, 1911, after working as Springville and other Utah towns, Seymour 
wrote to George L. White in defense of Barkman. “Brother Barkman is harsh, but 
some of the criticism is not worth mentioning, because you cannot turn a man 
down because his facial expression does not suit a few women; but, as you and I 
both know from hearing him that some of this criticism is true, and I think you 

better take the matter up with Mr. Barkman immediately.!   

Three days later another letter from White pinned the problem down. “One 
of the most injurious attacks which he [Barkman] makes is against the lodges. 
He says they are Hell holes, that those who belong to them are the spawn of the 
devil and on the road to Hell. The Odd Fellows at Murray [Utah] talked of having 
him arrested but finally decided to let him alone unless he should repeat the 
attacks in Salt Lake City. I am told that he did not abuse them in Salt Lake City, 
and so nothing came of it. My fear is that such attacks will reach high up rail-
road officials through the Masons and that we will lose transportation of his car 

and others on the Harriman system.”!29  

Sparks and Mason, Nevada, were two scheduled stops on Barkman’s itiner-
ary in 1912, but he was told by White in December 1911 that it would not be 
wise to go to Sparks, just outside Reno, because the railroad company would not 
allow people in the yard on account of a strike. But the real reason was the same 

problem that the folks at Murray had, Barkman’s railing against the lodges.!   

In almost every town established along the rail lines, fraternal lodges like 
the Masons, the Moose, Odd Fellows, Order of the Red Men, Eagles, and the 
Woodmen of the World, and their women’s auxiliaries were organized in town 
long before churches were. It seemed to Barkman that many lodge members felt 
that their lodges were a substitute for churches.  

Biblically, the teaching against secret societies was also an important issue 
for more than just Barkman. One Baptist association in New York drew up the 
following proclamation: “In our opinion, the honour of God, and the peace and 
purity of the church require that the church should purge itself from this relic 

of the dark ages, and withdraw from those who still adhere.”!  Baptists were not 
the only ones to lash out at the lodges. Other dominations were also divided 
about whether to permit their members to belong to secret societies, and the 
Catholics had strict rules forbidding membership.  

Instead of going to Sparks, Nevada, the Barkmans traveled northeast to 
Winnemucca, a town nestled at the foot of mountains containing rich ore, where 
he reported, “car sidetracked on desert with nothing in sight but sage brush and 
mountains in the distance; a station was found and the car brought closer to it 
so people could find it. A little Indian girl came into the car and was given a Tes-
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tament. Then her mother and sister came and were converted and baptized. The 

Indians said, “We want to be taught like the white people. So they came.”30 !  

At Winnemucca, a new feature had been installed in Good Will—a baptistry, 
placed under the platform area, and Barkman reported, “In regard to the bap-
tistry, it is in and looks fine, no one would know it is in by the looks of it, and 

we have baptized in it.”! They had good meetings at Winnemucca, despite Bark-
man telling White, “this is the hardest field we ever worked. I baptized three 
Indians and the car is packed to the door, organized a Sunday school and expect 

to organize a church.”!   

From Winnemucca, the Barkmans went on to Imlay and then in March 1912 
to Mason, Nevada. G. M. Fraser, superintendent of the Nevada Copper Belt rail-
road was one of the leaders in the Mason [Utah] fellowship and always was eager 
to provide passes on his line. Meetings at first started well, but within a few 
days trouble began brewing again for Barkman. The chapel car left town and 
stopped at Wabuska, where the Barkmans encouraged the young church before 
traveling on to Tremonton, Utah.  

In the chapel car with Reverend and Mrs. Barkman was their son Floyd, an 
ordained minister, who frequently preached and participated in the services. 
Another talent Floyd had was the ability to soften his father’s hard edges and 
serve as a go-between in church disputes, but Floyd was unsuccessful in getting 
his father to change enough to continue to serve effectively on the chapel car. 

Seymour, the esteemed general secretary of the publication society and di-
rector of chapel car 
work, died unexpectedly 
September 20, 1912. Be-
sides being one of the 
leaders of the Publication 
Society, Dr. Seymour had 
served with distinction 
as an officer in the Civil 
War, heading one of the 
first all black units. One 
of the last letters 
Seymour received was 
from White, bemoaning 

all the problems they 
were having as a result of 
Levy Barkman’s manners 
and attitudes. Something 
had to be done about 
him. Even without Dr. 
Seymour’s steady pres-
ence and wise counsel, the problem seemed to resolve itself. Mrs. Barkman’s 
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Chapel Car Good Will needed repairs, and the Bark-
mans had neglected the interior. Most shops could 

not take the car because of work loads, and finally the 
car was reconditioned at the Denver and Rio Grande 

shops in Salt Lake. [ABHS, MUA] 
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health became the deciding factor, and the Barkmans, after having good meet-
ings at Spencer and Debois, Idaho, on the Oregon Short Line Railroad, left Good 
Will January 1, 1913. 

The Reverend Frank H. Farley was assigned to Good Will as interim for a pe-
riod of three months until the Reverend and Mrs. J. Franklin Day could take 
charge of the car. Farley started his work on the car at Downey, Idaho, January 
6, then going to American Falls, arrived at Twin Falls February 9, and closed out 
the month at Buhl. At Twin Falls, Farley, needing a baptistry, urged the church 
to build one. No one had bothered to tell him that under the platform of Good 
Will, hidden, where as Barkman reported, “no one could tell it was there,” was a 
baptistry. 

Arriving at Filer, Idaho, on March 30, the Farleys received a cold shoulder 
from the Methodists. They were planning to build a church and needed the 
goodly number of Baptists presently in their congregation, and they vigorously 
campaigned against the building of a Baptist church. The Methodists won, no 
church was built, and Good Will left town. Filer was the last stop for the Farleys. 
The chapel car was left at Pocatello in the spring of 1913 for Day to take charge. 

The chapel car was in bad physical shape. The Barkmans had left it almost 
unfit for the Farleys to live in, and since the Farleys were only going to be in the 
car for a few months, they just cleaned it up as well as could, and, for the first 
few weeks, lived in rented rooms and ate in local restaurants.  

Day, who had been a colporter in Washington State, saw that the car repairs 
and appearance could not be delayed. They had waited too long now. The Ore-
gon Short Line Railroad (OSL) suggested that the painting, both exterior and in-
terior, could be done by painters at Pocatello, and they would do the light re-
pairs to the trucks and body of the car at their shops in Portland. But the O.S.L. 
was so backed up in work that they could not take the car. As there was no shel-
tered building available where Good Will could be painted in Pocatello, the car 
was reconditioned at the Denver and Rio Grande shops in Salt Lake.  

Good Will Short on Linens, Day Long on Troubles 

Mrs. Day also found the linens in the car in sad condition, with not a dish 
towel in the car. It was hoped some church would see to donate new sheets and 
towels.  The Day’s son, Owen, was on the car with them while on vacation from 
college and added much to the music ministry, but he also added an additional 
body to be bedded and fed. 

Pleased with the renovation and repair work done on Good Will, Day wrote 
in his usual style, omitting some punctuation and frequently ignoring other tra-
ditions of spelling and syntax, “She is looking fine the fellows did a splendid 
job, wish you could see the car. The D and RG filled all my bunkers with coal 
and all my oil cans with oil they were very nice to me. I moved the car over to 
the OSL Depot Friday and put her in shape and Sunday afternoon we had a great 
service.”  

From Salt Lake the Days went to Milner, Idaho, and then to Oakley. They 
wanted to take the car to Idaho Falls, but when they told the pastor there they 
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needed some meals and a free will offering, the pastor said they couldn’t meet 

those conditions.!  

Somewhere along the way, Day crossed the path of 
the Reverend Thomas Gale on Chapel Car Messenger of 
Peace, which was built several years after Good Will. He 
made some observations, “I went over the car carefully, it 
is a fine car, he has his much better arranged than Good 
Will, then his lighting plant has it all over this one, his is 
just fine. Gale said that he wouldn’t have coal oil lamps. 
He said throw them out and put in a gasoline plant. We 
will have to do something at once these lamps just leak. 
We laughed at Farley for having buckets under the lamps, 
but I am doing the same thing. Have to in order to save 
the carpets and the pews. The men put on new bulbs at 
the bottom but they leak up at the stem where you turn 

the wick up, and I cant [sic] find any way to stop them.”31 
!   

After stopping at Twin Falls and Hollister, Day ar-
rived at Bellevue on October 7. He was not in a good 
mood. Mrs. Day was not on the car with him. He had not 
received his pay check from the publication society, and 
“these Idaho people wouldn’t do a thing for you unless 
you would just come out and ask them. I have given 
them all the hints that it would seem necessary but not a 
soul has offered to give me a meal since I came here. 
Well, what is the use to kick just grin and bear it. I havent 
been well for the last week my stomache is all out of fix 
some way . . . and something had to be done about the 

lighting on the car.”32!    

At Bellevue Day was jointed by a Lee Crownover, who had been hired to as-
sist him in the absence of Mrs. Day. Day was overjoyed with one of Crownover’s 
talents:  “He is a fine COOK, and that counts with me quite a little after a month 

of batching, we have everything in hygenic and eugenic order here thank you.”!  

White wrote Day about the lighting problem on the car and could not re-
member the name of the man who did the lighting on the other cars. But he 
provided a Los Angeles company, the Beacon Light Company, that Day might 
want to contact.  The name of the company was the Hydro-Carbon Company, 
later the Coleman Lamp Company. W. C. Coleman, a prominent Baptist layman 
from Wichita, Kansas, and active in the Northern Baptist Convention, personally 
had installed the lights on Evangel and then handled the same work on several 
of the other cars. Coleman was the name White couldn’t remember.  
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W. C. Coleman, 
president of the 
Hydro-Carbon Com-
pany, later called the 
Coleman Lamp 
Company, and active 
in the Northern Bap-
tist Convention, 
became a good 
friend of the chapel 
cars, improving their 
lighting problems 
considerably. [Nor-
man T. Taylor Col-
lection, Coleman 
Archives, Wichita. 
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The estimate for installing a lighting system on the car totaled $337.33, a 

price that included a discount of more than 50 percent.!   

From Hailey, Idaho, on November 12, Day begs White for bedding. “We must 
have two three quarter cotton blankets and two full size cotton blankets. Then 
we should have a pair of pillows, the old ones we have are so old that they are 
all matted and so hard that there is no comfort in sleeping on them . . .you 
know we are in a cold country hills all covered with snow ice thick enough and 
strong enough this morning to hold a person up.”  

Day planned to take the car to Shoshone to have the Coleman lighting sys-
tem installed, but in Picabo, a town with a store and just a few houses, where a 
crowd of fifty came to the car, Day noted instead that he is looking forward to 
going home for Christmas. He misses his wife and family. “I tell you I am getting 
real homesick.”  

Crownover was anxious to leave the car too, because he was not enjoying 
the work. Day’s critical ways might have had something to do with his young 
helper’s unhappiness. Day liked the young man and hated the thought of losing 
such a good cook, but he admitted that Crownover was not very effective at the 

meetings and didn’t like to do the necessary house-to-house visiting.!  

The New Year 1914 began well for Day and the chapel car. “Got a man to 
help me and we have put the new lighting plant in today and it is a dandy, I am 
just delighted with it. The car is just as light as day it makes it seem like a dif-
ferent place.” A watch night service was held at Shoshone with a great crowd, 
and at Gooding, Idaho, Day waded in knee-deep snow and dreamed about leav-
ing Idaho and heading west to Oregon. By January 20, still in Gooding, Day had 
another problem beside snow—his bowels. “I do not know the cause unless it is 
the water or the altitude or both, I never had anything like it before and am be-

coming a little disturbed about it since it is hanging on so long.”!33   

Day is not the only one with a problem. The Reverend Guy C. Lamson, who 
took the place of Seymour, as general secretary of the missionary department, 
wrote to White, that Day’s expenses were the highest of all the chapel car mis-
sionaries, especially his coal and fuel bills, and his offerings were very small. 
Idaho might be cold, but it couldn’t be that cold, Lamson complained. “It is cost-
ing very much more for oil and fuel for that Chapel Car than it costs me to heat 
a twelve room house and pay the gas and electric light bills in Germantown. 
Now, I don’t believe that. One thing is sure; we cannot continue Day on the car 

as things are going.!34  

White and Lamson were beginning to realize that in Idaho Day was not given 
a real chance to have successful missions where his expenses could have been 
met. He was sent mainly to small churches that could give little if any offerings 
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and to communities where, for a number of reasons, charity was in scarce sup-
ply. White was suspicious that “certain parties would like to show that the 
chapel car work is a failure.” So it was decided that Day, who had lost twenty 
pounds and was not well, would take Chapel Car Good Will to Oregon on the 

Oregon, Washington Railroad and Navigation Lines! and see if conditions there 
would be more hospitable.  

At Glenn’s Ferry, a railroad center where meetings were going well, Day had 
been to see the doctor and was feeling better. The culprit of his problems, ac-

cording to the doctor, was the alkali water and the high altitude.!He thought 
that when Day got to Oregon, he would feel better. 

In Oregon, Day, who seemed to have had some relief from his bowel prob-
lems, had a new challenge with the “noisy crowd” that came to the car. “I found 
out last night that a lot of them claim a second blessing. Dont know how we will 
come out with sane evangelistic methods. It is not uncommon where you find 
these Holiness people, that it is very difficult to do a good quiet strong work for 
the Lord.  

Day had also been told by local pastors of a circular letter sent out by 
Charles Wooddy of the home mission society with questions like “Has your 
church ever had the help of a chapel car? Did you consider it a success or a fail-
ure?” He is concerned about 
the implications of such a 

survey,! knowing that the 
home mission society was 
looking to find ways to fault 
the chapel car program.  

From Ontario, Oregon, 
near the Idaho border, Day 
wanted to go to Huntington 
where he could get cheaper 
coal. He knew Dr. Lamson 
criticized him because of his 
high coal and fuel bills, but 
he didn’t know what he 

could do about it. He had to 
pay freight from Pocatello for the hard coal, as the Baker heaters on the chapel 
cars could not burn soft coal. It seemed that Lamson in the East could not un-

When Day visited Haines, Oregon, in 1914 with Good 
Will, he held services at the Baptist church, the first 
church in town, but found little comfort with the 
problems caused by the alkali water in the stores 
along Main Street. [www.oregongenealogy] 
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derstand the difference of coal prices in the West. “I have to pay them 25% ad-
vance on the entire bill. That looks like a grab game to me,” Day wrote White, 
who was more understanding, having been a chapel car missionary himself.  

On top of all Day’s woes, Wooddy, of the Home Mission Society, had pulled 
some strings and had the Oregon and Washington Railroad and the Oregon 
Short Line Companies withhold his passes that Day held on their line. Not only 
were Day’s passes withheld for himself and his assistant Lee Crownover, but 
George L. White’s passes on those lines, as well as on the Spokane, Portland & 
Seattle, had also been withheld. Only by going directly to the manager of the 
Oregon Short Line, was Day able to regain his pass. In spite of all the problems 
facing Good Will and her discouraged missionaries, many were brought to Christ 
and the Ontario church was strengthened.  

At Haines, Oregon, in April, Day was again having trouble with the alkali wa-
ter and the high altitude and was thinking about leaving Good Will. By the time 

they reached North Powder, Oregon, he 
had made a decision. “I am just in re-
ceipt of a letter informing me that I had 
been called pastor of a good church 
down in the Willamette Valley,” at 
Carlton.  

He could not endure another year in 
the alkali country. He and Mrs. Day were 
sick about the thought of leaving the 
publication society, but they planned to 
leave the car in June to see their son 
graduate from college.  Then they would 
return to see to some car repairs— ex-
ternal varnishing and external painting, 
and report to the new charge the first of 

July.! After bringing to a close his last 

stop at Elgin, Oregon, and seeing his son 
graduate from college, Reverend Day 
took the car to Pendleton hoping to get 
it into the shops at Portland for work 

and have it ready for the new missionaries.  

Drivers Continue With Good Will in Oregon Mission 

The Publication Society offered the new missionaries Reverend and Mrs. W. 
C. Driver a salary of twelve hundred dollars a year and the usual allowance for 
expense, provided they could start immediately. White explained that usual 
expenses means that the society provided fuel for heating and cooking, neces-
sary repairs on car, light, postage, stationery, occasional car fare when they had 
to travel in the interest of the chapel car work, and hotel bills on such trips.  

The society did not pay for living upon the car. The missionaries had to 
provide that themselves just as they would in a parsonage. “We find from expe-
rience, however, that the living expenses on a chapel car are much less than in a 
parsonage. In going from place to place, the people are often very kind about 

The Baker Heater was a constant source 
of problems for the chapel car mission-
aries. [Norman Taylor Collection] 
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providing the missionary with supplies for the table and in some places nearly 

everything needed along that line is given.”35!   

Certainly, Day would fault that last statement from his “bare cupboard” ex-
periences in Idaho, but maybe the Drivers would fare better. The Drivers could 
not start immediately. In fact, they could not start until November 1. Driver, 
formerly from Chehalis, Washington, was an evangelist and had already commit-
ted to several revivals in Vermont.   

The Portland shops of the Oregon and Washington Railroad informed Rev-
erend Day that because Good Will was old, it needed a number of items to com-
ply with state law: like brake handholds, and the entrance railing as well as plat-
form did not meet the law requirement for safety of those entering and leaving 
the car. If the car would be varnished now, it should be good for several more 

years. Their estimate for such repairs was $191.09,!which was approved by 
Lamson, so the car would be ready for the Drivers when they came. 

 The Drivers had no children, and this fact fitted a new policy concerning 
chapel car workers perfectly. White explained, “It is almost impossible to care 
for children on the car and we have about concluded that we will employ, here-
after, only men and their wives, who can devote their whole time to the work. I 
think that was one reason Bro. Day felt that he must make a change, because he 

was compelled to be away from his family so much.!Also, Mrs. Driver was an 
ordained minister, which was unusual for a woman at that time, and her skills 
as a musician and personal worker would help tremendously on the car. 

On the Driver’s first visit to Good Will, they found that something very impor-
tant was missing, although they looked everywhere for it—a toilet. What they 
found for use in the car was not what they had hoped—probably just a railroad 
hopper-type toilet. Up until the invention of the water closet with chemical toi-
lets, railroad cars used an open hopper system, meaning there was no pan to 
hold the waste and it was immediately discharged on the tracks, certainly not a 
agreeable situation for the occupants of the chapel cars. The matter of an ac-
ceptable toilet, a common complaint of chapel car workers, would come up 
again and again. 

After leaving the shops with Good Will in good repair again, the Drivers 
spent most of the first month of service at the Calvary and Tabernacle churches 
in the Portland area, and near a churchless section around the Portland Railway 
Light and Power Company and the Southern Pacific yards. A pleased Driver re-
ported, “If our six chapel cars were coupled together they would make one of 
the finest trains ever seen on an American railroad, and if the men and women, 
boys and girls, who have been converted and gathered into the Sunday schools 
and churches through their ministry during the last 23 years were gathered to-

gether in one city, it would make a new Jerusalem of nearly 40,000 souls.”36 
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After leaving Portland in December 1914, one of the Driver’s first stops was 
Adams, Oregon. Already Driver had discovered the expense of feeding hard coal 
into the Baker heater. Lamson in Philadelphia had not taken the advice to re-
move the Baker Heater. The meetings at Adams went well. On the first day of 
the new year, Good Will was at Freewater, where a letter of appreciation was 
written by the church officers to the Oregon Washington Railroad and Naviga-
tion Company for bringing the car and permitting it to be sided in its yard dur-
ing the time there.  

Both Drivers came down with the “grippe” at Athen, and the meeting suf-
fered in consequence. They 
had revived enough to have 
good services in April at The 
Dalles Great Southern Rail-
road depot, and then at 
Prineville, Redmond and 
Gresha, where the railroad 
men took fine care of them 
and the car. White informed 
them that the First Baptist 
Church of Long Beach, Cali-
fornia, was thinking about 
sponsoring the car, and that 
would mean replacing linens 
and household supplies and 
some other needs. That was 
good news. 

Driver was amazed at the 
crowds that were coming to 
the car at Pleasant Home, in 
spite of it being harvest time, 
but at Hood River they were 
only modestly successful. The 
Drivers had not heard back from the Long Beach church since sending them a 
list of needs of the car. Maybe the list scared them?  

Good Will was in need of repair and painting work again, and Driver was 
having a man from the Southern Pacific shops look the car over. By September 
the car was in Portland having the chapel floor painted, other minor repairs, and 
the exterior varnished for the cost of $90. To go along with the newly bright 
Good Will, at Eugene, a box came in the mail from a woman’s club at Tremont 
Temple in Boston with silverware, and a check for fifty dollars from the B.Y.P.U. 

of the Long Beach church, to purchase dishes and linens.!  

A foot of snow was on the ground at Maple Lane, and both Drivers had been 
sick again, no doubt due to the cold chapel car. “The weather has moderated 
some so we can at least keep the car warm—a thing that was impossible during 

the coldest, windiest weather.”!  

Someone other than Driver informed White that Good Will had been in a 
wreck, and so he anxiously inquired about it. Driver quieted his fears. “Your let-

Reverend Driver reported that the men in the 
shops at The Dalles attended good services in 

Chapel Car Good Will in April 1914.            
[www. Historicthedalles. Org] 
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ter of Jan. 19th reached us this morning. The facts concerning our wreck like 
those of Mark Twain’s death many years before he died, ‘were very much exag-
gerated.’ I don’t know who volunteered the information but it was entirely with-
out authority and foundation. We went around a little curve at Milwaukee on the 
Portland Electric Line that made the car and trucks squeak a little and broke a 

hook off a chain which the R.R. men volunteered to repair without charge.”37!  

White needed some good news. The conflict between the home mission so-
ciety and the publication society had heated up to the point that White and 

Lamson had almost reached a breaking point.! Not only had there been a serious 
breach between the two societies, there had also been a breach in the roof of 
Good Will. Driver needed the leak fixed before they take the car to damp Coos 
Bay for the summer. 

Driver wrote in June that at Wellsdale on the Southern Pacific line, 40 per-
cent of the population within two and one half miles of the station attended 
every night for a month during this busy season of the year, and 85 or 90 per-
cent of the people within a radius of three or four miles attended the baptismal 
service at the Willamette River on June 11. Seventeen were baptized there—ten 
men and seven women, including three generations of women from one family. 

“I believe the community is transformed for a generation.”!  

The missionary wife many times wrote the reports from the chapel cars. 
Such was the case with Mrs. Driver. Seldom did the wife correspond directly 
with chapel car administrators under her own name, but Mrs. Driver would do 
that several times. She was not a bashful woman; after all she had a college de-
gree and was an ordained minister in her own right. 

 From Lafayette, she wrote in June 1916, “You may remember that I wrote to 
you about the possible remodeling of our very crowded and inconvenient wash-
room.” She asks very nicely, “It could be made very much more convenient, I 
think and the missionary wife at least a little happier, at slight expense. It would 
require a new water tank and wash basin, one of the folding kind would be least 
in the way, in case it was necessary to escape to said washrooms for dressing 
when unexpected callers were arriving.”  

She is not done asking favors yet. “The lack of a first class postcard camera 
has caused us much grief . . . . Wish some good friend could be found who 

would be interested in such a gift to our work.”38 

In spite of her diplomacy, Mrs. Driver did not receive any of her requests or 
even a response. 

Show houses and the movies also made the agenda of the Oregon Baptist 
Convention in the fall 1916. “The Moving Picture has come to stay and is linked 
with every other social problem. Whether it proves a menace or a blessing lies, 
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largely, with Christian people. The right kind of censorship will help mightily. 

Here is a fertile field for social service work.”! The most objectionable film of 
that year might have been William S. Hart’s “Hell’s Hinges,” but the impact of D. 
W. Griffith’s “Birth of a Nation,” premiering in 1915, could still be felt every-
where, with its blatantly white-supremacist theme which glorified the Ku Klux 

Klan.!  

News of the war was the major concern in 1917, and the raising of funds for 
the distribution of Bibles for soldiers kept the publication society and mission-
aries busy. A letter from C. C. Bateman, Chaplain of the Fourteenth U. S. Cavalry 
at Camp Del Rio, Texas, was of special interest, as it pertained to a Corporal 
Grady, a newly baptized member of the First Baptist Church of Del Rio, started 
by Good Will. In speaking to other members of his regiment, Grady said, “Do not 
take the Bibles or Testaments as mere books which you can have for the asking, 
but read them comrades, read them!”  

The chaplain requested more Bibles for his soldiers. “Now if you are able to 
favor us with another shipment of Bibles in any number under one thousand 
copies, they can be used here or at the outpost stations along the Rio Grande 

within the Del Rio Military District. We need more at once.”39!  

The war brought one good change to the nation’s capitol. Missions printed 
that on November 1, 1917, Washington was declared a saloonless city. Congress 
put it in the prohibition list. The saloon keepers tried to have the law declared 
unconstitutional but the law was enforced. Although many people hoarded liq-
uor, the saloons were closed. On the same page of Missions, the plea was made 
for Baptists to conserve food, to substitute cornmeal or rye in place of wheat 
flour, which must be send to our allies. “The bread ticket will come soon 
enough, unless our people will respond to Mr. Hoover’s warnings and appeals. 
The situation is going to be steadily more acute, even if the war stops sooner 
than now seems probable.” 

Washroom Repairs on Want List Again 

Although the war was the main concern, from Creswell, Oregon, in March 
1918, the matter of the toilet was brought up again. Good Will needed large scale 
repair work, and Driver reminded White that Mrs. Driver really wanted a better 
washroom—and a better toilet. “We haven’t one.” The list of repairs was long: 
floors needed inspecting and repairing, roof was leaking again in a spot or two, 
steps and platforms were getting old. The whole interior needed going over with 
some repairs, thorough painting and varnishing. Driver thought all this could 
cost $300 or $400, and it should be done soon. He was planning to go down the 
Columbia River area in the summer and needed the repairs done for that trip.  

From Springfield Driver sent some advice concerning the Oregon area thirty 
miles long from Reedsport to North Bend. “They have 700 people, 7 school dis-
tricts with 8 teachers and no gospel minister of any denomination. Something 
really needed to be done. A missionary needed to be appointed for that area.” 
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White, who was aware of the many needs of Oregon, had certainly been 
working hard in the Western District trying to keep his chapel car and colporter 
missionaries happy and dealing with the tense situation with the home mission 
society. He needed some play. On April 21, 1917, he wrote Mr. John F. Powers of 
the Pacific Coast Baseball League on his stationery, “I understand that you fre-
quently issue annual passes for attendance upon games of the Pacific League. If 
you can send me a pass for the coming season. The favor will be greatly appre-

ciated.”!A rousing ball game could go a long way in reducing stress. 

Just a few days later White wrote to the Drivers about getting an estimate on 
car repairs and perhaps a new toilet. “It is possible that a toilet closet may be 
built on one side off the platform at the living end of the car. It is not satisfac-
tory in any other place. We would not want anything built there, however, which 
is not finished as well as the rest of the car. The new car ‘Grace’ has a splendid 
arrangement. You might write to Bro. E. R. Hermiston, who is now at Colton, 
California, and get suggestions concerning that matter.”  

But the estimate could reach $900 and Lamson did not understand the im-
portance of some of the repairs, especially the item, “Alterations on small dress-
ing room with basin and gravity water.” Driver tried to explain again, writing 
from Clatskanie, stressing the need for an adequate toilet. 

 

The steam pipes for train connections are necessary unless we are to be 
handled on the freights and that means jamming up the car, breaking lamp fix-
tures and paying extra fares for Mrs. Driver. The toilet is necessary. We have 
grown awfully tired of the old unsanitary railroad and other toilets. The ceiling 
of the car was ruined last winter a year by the leaking and needs the repairs 
suggested very much. In fact there is not a single item that can be left out and 
still have a first class job and good equipment. I consulted the OWR&N Co. 
[Oregon Washington Railroad and Navigation] and also the North Bank Co. 
Their labor shortage is so great and their work so heavy that they would not 

even consider it. It is the S. P or nothing.
40

  

 

At Astoria in July 1917 waiting for a reply about car repairs, Good Will was 
in a “hair raising” place. “It is certainly the devil’s headquarters and yet they say 
it is improving,” Driver reported. “Two years ago it was the worse saloon, gam-
bling, and prostitute camp on the Coast—Public dance halls with women danc-
ing nude every day. It is a little better now and is being reformed and rebuilt on 
cleaner lines. There were 17,000 people and only three of the popular English 
speaking churches—Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian. There are some Scandina-
vian foreign-speaking churches and three thousand of the people are fisher-

men.”41 
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Astoria’s reputation as a wicked place began in the late 1800s when Finnish 
fishermen came to the area. According to a local historian, the young fishermen 
put in long hours at work. For recreation they patronized the saloons and dance 
halls (or hurdy gurdy houses as they were then known). Astoria from the 1850s 
past the turn of the century had the reputation as one of the wickedest cities of 
the world. Astor Street was Astoria’s red light district, site of numerous 
establishments euphemistically referred to as “female boarding houses.” A 
young man visiting the bars and boarding houses of Astor Street might be 
Shanghaied and kidnapped and forced to work on the crew of a sailing ship for 
months or years.  

Temperance groups sprang up to offer safe entertainments to the residents. 
The Finnish Temperance Society or-
ganized about 1887 and was very 
successful in attracting the Finns to 
take part in social and cultural ac-
tivities, especially plays and musical 
programs. 

At 12:15 a.m. Dec. 7, 1922, five years 
after Good Will had visited the town, 
the fire alarm sounded in Astoria. 
The fire was thought to have started 
near 11th and Commercial streets. 
Water was pumped from the river at 
the foot of 14th in efforts to douse 
the flames. At 2:40 a.m. signs on 
Handley’s Pool Hall and the Brown 
Shoe Store exploded in flames. The 
fire stopped the clock on the Astoria 
National Bank building at 4:20 a.m. 
The fire raged swiftly through 32 city blocks, burning approximately 40 acres, 
and by 6 a.m. more than 33 buildings and the streets they stood on were de-
stroyed. There was little to slow the fire, almost everything was made of wood-
framed construction. Water mains were also wooden, and carried water beneath 
the wooden streets. In a desperate attempt to block the fire’s path, a few of the 
masonry buildings were dynamited. 

Interestingly, none of the three churches in the downtown area burned, includ-
ing the Baptist church. The wind shifted each time and the buildings remained 

untouched by flames.42 

After fleeing Astoria, approval was given for the repairs to be made on Good 
Will, but before going to the Southern Pacific Shops at Portland with the car, the 
Drivers stopped at Ft. Stevens to have services for the soldiers for two weeks. It 
was at Fort Stevens that Reverend Driver received news that the Southern Pacific 
shops would not be able to handle the car. 
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Reverend and Mrs. Driver sided the chapel car 
near the depot at Astoria in July of 1917 and 
found that its reputation as a wild town still 
held true. [Norman T. Taylor Collection] 
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I then went to Portland and visited all the main railroad offices and the 
various companies. They all said the same thing. Shortage of men and war work 
of their own is more than they can handle. It was suggested by one S. P. man 
that the car be sent to Sacramento but the men higher up turned it down saying 
their Sacramento shops were 1000 men short because of the war. I then went to 
Twohey Bros. Portland, large car builders, repairers and contractors. They are 
the largest concern of their kind in the Northwest, doing such work aside from 
railroad companies. They told me they would do their best for us on the basic 
of the estimates given by the Southern Pacific. In as much as this seems the 
only thing we can do, I am writing to ask for approval to take the car to Twohey 

Bros. the first of Sept.
43

  

War, Influenza, Fire Enforce Restrictions 

The Baptist cars experienced many problems because of war restriction on 
movement and levies, and some areas and railroads were more lenient than oth-
ers. Driver reported from Portland in January 1919 about his conversation with 
the manager of the Catholic Extension Society Chapel Car St. Peter.  

 

I talked with Mr. Hennessey yesterday who is manager of the Catholic Car 
in Oregon [St. Peter, which was built in 1912]. He tells me the new rates will put 
their cars out of business. I suggested to him what I suggested to you the other 
day in a letter, namely that the Catholics and ourselves make common cause in 
a strong appeal to the Director General for a new hearing. Surely when the Fed-
eral officials know that we are entirely free from commercial interests and in-
come, they will see they have made a mistake. They have evidently lumped us 

off with show, exhibition and rich men’s promotion enterprises.!
44

  

 

Despite Driver’s common complaint, along with George Hennessey of the 
Catholic Car, the Baptist cars in California and Oregon were generally enjoying 
free transportation continuously without restrictions. But they had no assurance 
as to how long this luxury would last. In other parts of the country, Baptist cars 
had been brought to a standstill.  

It was not the war but Spanish Influenza which brought Good Will to a halt 
in Portland in October 1918. In the down time, Driver continued his project of 
raising money for New Testaments for the soldiers, which were distributed by 
Baptist chaplains, camp pastors, and Baptist Red Cross nurses. Finally, after 
many weeks and many deaths, the influenza quarantine was lifted, and the car, 
although needing revarnishing again, moved along the Oregon rails more freely.  

But the rail conditions were not too great at Beaver Hill, a coal mining town. 
“We are having no end of trouble on this coal and logging road, with bad track, 
having to be moved once and twice a day, and standing on bad curves and sid-
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ing tracks all the time. We don’t want to get top sided for the next 30 or 40 

years.!    

In January 1919 all the chapel cars, including Good Will, were put under 
strict restrictions as W. G. McAdoo, director general of railroads of the United 
States Railroad Administration, had issued a new order. Only minimum move-
ment of the cars would be permitted and then at a charge of fifty dollars and 
trackage at three dollars a day. White told Driver, “. . . it may mean the tying up 
of our Chapel Car work for a considerable time until readjustments can be 

made.”! He advised Driver to find a private spur somewhere and put the car 
there and stay there until other orders are given, so the car was parked in a back 
shop area of the Southern Pacific yards at Portland. Driver worked at churches 
in the Portland area, including the Baptist Russian Mission. 

War, influenza, and now fire were on the list of trials of Good Will. On April 
15, 1919, White sent a telegram to Samuel G. Neil, now general secretary of the 
publication society, explaining, “Chapel Car Good Will has been damaged by fire 
caused by live electric wires. Damage amounts to several hundred dollars. Please 

advise Reverend W. C. Driver by telegram concerning insurance.”45  

Driver wrote explaining more about the fire. “We were being moved out 
from our old standing place by an electric train, when a lost trolley struck the 
roof. The current was conducted by our gasoline lamp wire and grounded just 
inside the door where the car caught fire. Damage estimated at $200 . . .badly 
burned and scorched in the living apartment and some damage to the lighting 
system.” First he told the bad news, then the good news. The Southern Pacific 
would continue to grant Good Will free passage and movement. Driver was 
pleased by this decision and felt the action showed the railroad appreciated the 

work the chapel car was doing in the towns along the line. 46 

Because the Southern Pacific Railroad was so busy with its own work in the 
Portland shops, Good Will was not ready for service again until the last of No-
vember. By December, the car was back on the road, this time to Independence, 
and the Drivers were pleased about another prospective raise. The check this 
time though would come from the home mission society not the publication 
society. A more compatible relationship had evolved between the societies and 
now they were married in handling mission work and sharing responsibilities. 
One inconvenience for the chapel car missionaries was that they now must turn 
in multiple reports to both societies, and lack of communication sometimes 
caused mixups of men, cars, and schedules. 

Driver was not feeling well. His heart was acting up, and Mrs. Driver took ac-
tion. From Portland the first week in September 1920, she notified White that 
since her husband was not well, she had arranged for an estimate for repairs on 
the car.  
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At Veneta in early December, Driver is back in service, still not well, but an-
gry, very angry. He had been informed that Mrs. Driver would no longer be enti-
tled to co-missionary status, “although of course she is still going to be at about 
400 services a year and presiding at the organ to play and sing more than three 
hundred times a year, besides doing a whole budget of other important and in-
dispensable things in connection with the car service. It seems that she no 
longer has a right to accident or life insurance and it is doubtful whether she 
has a legitimate right to ask for half fare railroad permit, with which to do our 
necessary traveling. I may say to you frankly and without complaint, that I dont 

[sic] feel very good about it.”47!  

Unrecognized Blanche Driver Assumes Responsibilit ies 

Driver’s health continued to worsen, and in April 1921, Mrs. Driver wrote 
George White asking for assistance and support. An ill and discouraged Driver 

notified White May 29 that he must give up the car work for a few months,! and 
the Drivers feel this would be a good time to put Good Will into the shops for 
repairs. Mrs. Driver wanted some very specific repairs, and this time her list was 
different and her approach more direct. 

 

Our bed is very uncomfortable. We have used it seven years and it was 
used before that - springs are in bad shape - and it is too short for a 6-1 man, 
then too, it has to be made and unmade, bedding, mattress, etc. lugged around. 
Our carpets are badly worn. I have wondered if the partition between the living 
room and chapel could be moved into the chapel the depth of the present plat-
form and thus give us one long living room with a comfortable bed and a table 
that could be extended when we wished to entertain - something like Grace, 
with possible a full length clothes closet, in farther end of Chapel where a chest 

of screens is now kept.
48

 

 

She also wanted a new floor and rugs for floors instead of carpets. This 
seemed a long, expensive list for a woman whose husband was having serious 
health problems and might not be able to continue in chapel car work. Neil and 
White both felt, in view of the sad financial affairs of the home and publication 
societies and the more pressing needs of other chapel cars, that this request 
needed much consideration. 

Through the months of 1921 and 22, Driver’s health kept the car from serv-
ice. He continually told George White that he was feeling and getting better, in 
fear of losing his chapel car assignment. But he had been getting worse. Not 
only was his heart damaged, but he was also having nervous problems.  

Although she was not considered eligible for a missionary pass on the rail-
road, Blanche Driver had been looking after the chapel car and keeping contact 
with the shop work and seemingly having success. Mrs. Driver said that one of 
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the foremen on the job threw in some “extras” because “he knew of our chapel 
car work in Coos Bay—two extra fruit boxes under seats, painting of floor, wash-
ing of ceilings and enameling in kitchenette. The lamps have been put in good 
order, also, with a slight expense for new wicking.”  It was finally acknowledged 
that Driver would never be able to work on the chapel car again, at least not for 
quite a while. Mrs. Driver knows it too, and she is willing to prepare the car for 
the person to follow, although, she said, “I want to tell you it is no easy thing to 

turn the keys of the dear old car over.”!  

No one received those keys for a number of months as it was decided to 
keep Good Will in storage to help cut expenses. Then Reverend Driver, whose 
health had suddenly improved beyond all expectations, was assigned to Chapel 
Car Glad Tidings in Arizona, to see if the Arizona climate would be an improve-
ment.  

After Drivers, New Workers Include Families 

Although it was against the general policy to place a man with small chil-
dren on the chapel car, in June 1923, John B. Speed was placed on Good Will 
with his wife and five-year-old daughter. Their first stop was Swisshome, Ore-
gon, “just a very small place and nothing very large as it would seem can be 
done, but I feel we have really administered to a need.” They organized a Sunday 
school and several made decisions for Christ.” Next they went to North Bend. In 
less than four months, John Speed decided that chapel car work was not for 

him, his family, and his health.!   

John Speed had served faithfully before his brief time on the chapel car as 
an auto colporter. He became stricken with guilt that he had not been able to 
make the chapel car assignment work out. He wrote from a rest ranch in Tulare, 
California, October 17, “I thought at first of a transfer but got so run down that 
I did not feel as if I could make good anywhere and now I am a bit discouraged 

to think I can not measure up to all my friends expect of me.”49!  

After recuperating from his illness, Speed was assigned to the new Henry L. 
Morehouse Memorial Chapel Car work in California, where he served faithfully 
and well. 

Fortunately for the Publication Society at the time, Speed had good friends. 
The Reverend and Mrs. J. D. Chappelle, friends of the Speeds, took over the car 
temporarily and stayed on it for four years. One of their stops in June 1927 was 

Cottage Grove, Oregon, where a beautiful new church building was completed.! 
It was at Cottage Grove that Reverend and Mrs. E G. Wheeler with Evangel 
stopped on their first mission trip in 1891.  

In August the Chappelles organized a church in Mt. Shasta, California, 
against the backdrop of America’s fourth highest peak, in the “Ring of Fire” vol-
canoes of the Cascade Range. The name Shasta originated from the French for 
“chaste,” but at one time the mountain was called Jesus and Mary, because of its 
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two peaks.!The Mt. Shasta work was to be a regional work, having its members 
in several of the neighboring towns with Mt. Shasta as a center, where a new 

meeting house would be erected.! Before Good Will came to the Mt. Shasta area, 
there was no church from Redding, California, to Ashland, Oregon, a distance of 

160 miles.!  

In February 1930, the Reverend 
A. C. McChesney and wife, parents of 
four boys ranging from five to ten 
years, plus a girl, two and one half 
year, took over the work of the car 
and found Good Will in very bad 
condition. It seemed that the Chap-
pelles had not lived on the car and 
therefore had not kept it in good 
order. And for the last few years 
they spent on the car, they had kept 
few records.   

McChesney himself, handy with a 
brush and wash pail, cleaned the car 
up and headed for Marin County, 
California, a county “rich in re-

sources, with many splendid cities, and practically no Baptist churches.”!  

Whether the McChesneys had all the children with them on the car is uncer-
tain. It is difficult to think that Mrs. McChesney would not have had the pre-
school children with her, although it was not unusual for school children to be 
left in the care of relatives. The imagination could run wild at the thought of 
five children between the ages of ten and two-and-one-half living in a chapel car.  

Chapel Car Good Will did not have a separate bedroom. There would have 
been the two berths, upper and lower, the pull-out couch behind the pulpit, and 
pews. The wash and toilet facilities were limited, to say the least, and of course, 
the kitchen was just a galley. Even occasional visits from all the children would 
have been a logistical challenge.  

In one letter to Reverend McChesney, Reverend Samuel G. Neil, in charge of 
the chapel car work, closed by saying, “Our prayers and sympathies are with you 
in all your work.” Maybe Neil too is visualizing five little children chasing each 
other up and down the narrow aisle of now “senior citizen” Good Will, and mul-
tiples of pants and little shirts and socks draped over the brass railings on the 
front and rear vestibules. It would be a sight to make a meticulous Sam Neil 
shudder and offer solicitudes.  

It seems that McChesney was not daunted, but he did have a few requests. 
McChesney wrote Neil, “To start with, we need a new oil stove for cooking pur-
poses. . .the bedding and pads in the car are so dilapidated and frayed out that 
we will need something in this line. That which will bear laundrying, I can have 

Members of the First Baptist Church of Mt. 
Shasta, California, celebrate Easter on the 
spot where their church was organized by 

Reverend and Mrs. Chappell in 1927. [Web-
site First Baptist Church of Mt. Shasta] 

 



This Train Is Bound for Glory: Good Will 

48 

done, but we need at least four new blankets, two mattress pads, some sheets, 

dishes, etc.”50!   

For ten months in 1931, the car worked at Tracy, California, where they 
erected a beautiful church with fifty-three new members, twenty united through 

baptism.! As they were there long enough, the children could have gone to 
school at Tracy.  

According to the records of the First Baptist Church of Paradise, California, 
which celebrated its centennial in 1999, the chapel car came to town in May 
1932. In 1933, Good Will helped to a build a new church on the site of the origi-
nal church, built in 1905, which had been destroyed in a storm. The men of the 
church did most of the work, and the first services were held on Easter Sunday. 
It is regrettable that few records are available of the four years the McChesneys 
were on the chapel car, including their tenure at Paradise. Accounts of their fam-
ily life on the car would have been priceless. 

Dryers Center Work in Santa Rosa 

In 1935 Chapel Car Good Will was turned over to the Reverend I. Morse 
Dryer. It was used at Santa Rosa, California, for a number of years in strengthen-
ing the church there and witnessing to surrounding areas. Several members of 
the present First Baptist Church of Santa Rosa recall that the chapel car was lo-
cated at Julliard Park for a time, adjacent to the grounds of Horticulturist Luther 

Burbank’s home and gardens.!In that park is still located the “Church of One 
Tree” made famous by Ripley’s “Believe It or Not.” Baptists of Santa Rosa built 
the 56 x 37-foot church in 1875 from the wood of one redwood tree, with an 

edifice from base to elevation of tower and spire measuring sixty-nine feet.!   

Nearby Petaluma was also a chapel car stop, and the story of the Petaluma 
Baptist Bell has become legendary. In 1858 Petaluma citizens, without regard to 
church membership, decided that the town should have a bell for social and re-
ligious purposes and that the proper place to install it would be in the Baptist 
church steeple, then the highest tower in town. So a bell weighing about 1,150 
pounds, which once was rung by the Vigilante Committee of San Francisco, was 
purchased for $500 and hung.  

There was a common understanding that the bell was to be used not only 
for church services, but also for the city on those occasions when such an in-
strument is usually employed.  The bell was said to have the sweetest, mellow-
est tone of any in the state and could be heard distinctly eight or ten miles dis-
tant, and when the wind was favorable, even farther. But its popularity proved 
its undoing. It was in demand for many things, and confusion arose as to the 
meaning of its summons. People were unable to tell whether it was merely indi-
cating the time of day, calling church members to prayer, summoning council-
men to session, or ringing the curfew.  

Another discordant factor was injected into the situation. Those were the 
turbulent Civil War days and a large majority of Petalumans were strong Union 
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partisans. When victory crowned the Northern armies, Union sympathizers 
would ring the bell to notify residents. This displeased citizens whose sympathy 
lay with the Confederacy, particularly such of them as had contributed liberally 
toward the purchase of the bell.  

One dark night the Southern sympathizers cut down the bell, loaded it into 
a dray, and hid it in a warehouse under several bushels of potatoes. Several days 
later about forty citizens took possession of the bell and restored it to its place 
in the church steeple, marching through the main street behind a dray carrying 
the bell over which waved an American flag. 

Santa Rosa at this time was in particular disfavor with Petaluma over aboli-
tion doctrine, and many Santa Rosa Baptists were Southern sympathizers. At 
midnight, a few days after the old Vigilante bell had been triumphantly returned 
to the Petaluma Baptist church belfry, slumbering citizens were awakened by a 
terrific clang. The bell had sounded a single note, the loudest in its history, with 
ended discordantly. Investigation disclosed that the bell was cracked from the 
rim some distance up the side, a large dent indicating it had been struck with a 
sledgehammer or other heavy tool. It was thought that its silvery pealing was to 
be heard no more. But Union partisans refused to permit the bell to be removed 
from the church. For years afterward its mournful thudding summoned the Bap-

tist congregation to Sunday services and mid-week prayer.51 ! 

When Good Will traveled back and forth between Santa Rosa and Petaluma, 
the Dryers did not have the pleasure of hearing the thud of the legendary bell. It 
had been donated to the M. H. DeYoung Museum in Golden Gate Park, San Fran-
cisco, a symbol of the Petaluma and Santa Rosa Baptist Civil War. 

In 1936 came news for Good Will that missionaries on all the older, wooden 
cars dreaded to hear, that the car had now reached physical condition whereby 
the railroads refuse to haul it. Publication officials reported, “They have, how-
ever, consented to haul it once more, taking it to Santa Cruz . . . in that territory 
there is work which will take perhaps fifteen or twenty years to accomplish. 
Therefore, we recommend that the chapel car be moved to Santa Cruz and this 
become the permanent headquarters and home for our chapel car worker, he 
going out from this point into surrounding territory.” 

By all accounts, the car did not go to Santa Cruz. Correspondence indicates 
that in July 1937, the car was also supposed to be moved instead to Pinecroft 
Baptist Camp, just south of Colfax, to serve as a home for the Dryers and an 

office and chapel for the camp.!Reverend S. S. Aplin wrote Reverend John C. Kil-

lian on July 4th, 1937, “You will be glad to get the news that the Chapel Car is 
due to be in Colfax on Tuesday or Wednesday of this week and I hope by next 
Sunday that it will be in ‘Its last resting place’ as Dryer speaks of, all safe and 
sound. It will be a big task to get it over the road but we have a reliable firm in 

Sacramento on the job and I feel confident in their ability to do it.”!   
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It appears that Good Will did not make it up that steep, dirt road, and if it 
did, it did not stay there as planned. On October 21, 1937, John Killian writes 
Dryer, who has been ill, but still working and living on the chapel car, “I confess 
I am somewhat anxious to know when you move that car about the expense, 
because each month your expense account has been high. Now I don’t like to 
write a letter like this, especially to a man who is sick, and I don’t want you to 

worry about it, but to think it over.”52!  

Perfect Resting Place in Jack London’s Valley of the Moon 

Dryer, still ill, wrote from Ross, California, January 15, 1938, “Next week we 
go to Santa Rosa and Boys [Boyes] Springs in the ‘Valley of the Moon’ of Jack 
London fame to settle the chapel car on its permanent foundation. We think we 
have found a perfect place—no churches or religious meetings, many children 
and thousands of San Francisco folk vacationing all summer. We are in the 
midst of hotels, baths, hot springs and 

sports.53!  

Morse Dryer wanted the perfect place 
to put Good Will and himself to rest, and he 
thought he had found it. 

A memo in the files of the American 
Baptist Historical Society says that the 
chapel car was formerly given to the North-
ern California Baptist Convention to be 
used as a home and headquarters for the 
chapel car worker in 1938. The publication 
society paid $190 for moving the car and 
Northern California paid $114 for rental of 
the lot. In 1940 Good Will was sold by the 
Northern California Baptist Convention for 
$275 to F. A. Maley of Boyes Springs. The 
Publication Society received its proportion-

ate share of the $275.54!   

The spot where Morse Dryer placed the 
chapel car in 1938 was where it stayed—
behind the Boyes Hot Springs Hotel. For 
fifty-eight years that chapel car sat behind 
that hotel, waiting to be found—to be re-
membered—to be honored.  
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Hidden behind trees and a fence on 
private property in Boyes Hot 

Springs, California, Good Will’s his-
tory was unknown to its owners until 
the authors of this book arrived to 
tell them of its heritage in 1998. 

[Norman T. Taylor Collection] 
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here it was! Right where Chapel Car Missionary Morse Dryer left it. 
Within about ninety feet of the fancy French doors opening into the luxu-
rious lounge of the exclusive Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa. Now off hotel 
property, almost completely hidden by fence, trees, and landscaping.  

Greeted cordially by the present owner and escorted to the location of the 
car in the first week of April 1998, we felt shy, almost embarrassed — like two 
old friends seeing another old friend for the first time after many years. We 
knew Good Will would not be in great shape, maybe sad shape. After all, the car 
was 103 years old, and the present owners did not really know that their old 
railroad car had been a beautiful Baptist church on wheels once. So it could be 
but a shadow of its former self. 

 Apprehensively, we looked the direction we were being led, trying to carry 
on polite conversation with our host, fearing yet longing for the first sight of the 
car which had been assumed destroyed, lost. 

The faded, peeling exterior was what we had expected, but the parsonage-
end door was open — dark, with some light streaming in through glassless win-
dows, yet inviting. We stepped up and in, and the men talked of windows and 
walls. I looked up and what I saw caused a catch in my throat.  

The ceiling! It was painted in beautiful scrolls of turquoise on a golden 
background, along the sides and across the top, scrolls and scrolls. Faded, crack-
ing, peeling, but lovely still. Never had we dreamed that any of the chapel cars 
had been so decorated. We had only seen the subdued stenciled rosettes at the 
corners of the cream ceilings of Chapel Car Grace and Chapel Car St. Paul. 
These designs were not subtle. They were sumptuous, gracefully rococo, rolling, 
like the waves of a turquoise sea, caught and frozen in tandem. 

Why had the missionaries on board never mentioned their embellished ceil-
ings, so un-Baptist-like? Why had Mrs. Townsend, who described her home-on-
wheels so eloquently before her untimely death, not mentioned the presence of 
such artistry? Or Mrs. Fretz, or Mrs. Barkman, or Mrs. Day? Or Mrs. Driver, who 
so badly wanted a toilet that worked. Were they too busy with husbands, sons, 
and chapel car duties to look up? Or had they become accustomed to such 
beauty? 

 In 103 years, through years when the car had been used as a church and 
parsonage on rails, a house of worship, a home for missionaries, a chapel car 
missions office, a press car for the Navy during World War II, a place of storage, 
a neighborhood playroom, those stenciled scrolls had been preserved.   

Good Will was waiting: to be found, to be admired, to be remembered, and 
to be honored. As the apostle Paul wrote in Corinthians 8:19,  “for the glory of 
the Lord and to show our good will.”   
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For forty years Good Will traveled from Texas to Colorado, Nevada, Idaho, 
Oregon, and California, leaving behind churches and towns that stood witness 
to its beauty and its mission. 

Not only was Chapel Car Good Will discovered in Boyes Springs, California, 
but also the chapel car has the possibility of restoration by a railroad model 
businessman in California. He hopes to have the car transported to his estab-
lishment and has done the research and advance work to restore the chapel car 
to its former glory.  

 

 

 

 

                                                
 

Beautiful stenciled waves of turquoise on a golden background adorned the ceiling of the 
living area of Good Will, an unexpected touch that had not been viewed before and would 

never have been seen if Good Will had not been found and previous owners had painted over 
it. [Norman T. Taylor Collection] 


